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THE PREMIER: But the miner would
hold his tenure under the Minister of
Mines.

MR. WILSON: ThO- timber lessee had
an undoubted right to cross the land.

THE PREMIER: But thie miner had also
a right.

MR. WILSON: TIhen there must he
compensation if the timber lessee were
prevented from carrying his railways
through the miner's lease.

THE MINISTER OF MINES: By
this Bill at large concession was granted
to the timber lessee. Under the present
Goldfields Act ainy miner could go on a
timber lease, take what timbher hie liked.
and do as lie liked within the four corners
of Ihis lease.

Onl motion by the Puamidia, progress
reported and leave given to sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.
At 8 minutes to 1i O'clock, the House

adjourned until the next daY.

Thorsday, 23rd November, 1899.

Paper presented-Land Act Anuenduenit Bill (priv-ate),third reading Cemneteries Bill, tHird reading-
Petition of Federal League: Notion to Affr,,
Auseuduent (omoved), Division, adjounelI -Bank
Holidays A nienduteni Bill, in Cornatil too, rclorted
Adjouruna~.

THE PRESIDENT took the Chair ait

4-30 o'clock, pin.

PRAYERS.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the COLONIAL SECRETARY: By-

laws, Municipality of Northam, under
Width of Tires Act.

Ordered to lie on the table.

LAND ACT AMENDMENT BILL (RIVATE).

Read a third timte, on motion by RoN.
F. MI. STOWE, and passed.

CEMETERIES BILL.
Read a third time, and passed.

PETITION OF FEDERAL LEAGUE.
mOTrION TO APPROVE-AMENDMTENT.

Debate resumed from 15th November,
onl motion by Hon. A. P. Matheson to
approve of petition of Federal League
that the Draft Commonwealth Bill bie
referred to the people without further
amendment. in time to allow Western
Australia to join the union Ea an original
State.

HON. F. T. 0110WDEt{ (South-East):
I have no desire to say anything iu regard
to the matter.

Hox. F. WHITOOMBE (Central): I
beg to move the following amendment:

That all the words after "that" in first line
be struck out, with a vieor of inserting, " at the
present juncture it is not desirable to submit
the question of federation to the electors of this
colony."
It appears to mie tiat if the motion were
carried, we should be lending ourselves
to at form of procedure which has hitherto
been unrecognised, and for which there
is no precedent in the political history
of this colony, at any rate. It has
nsever been adopted here, and there
is no power in the colony to allow
a referendura. There is no machinery
provided for an 'ything of the kind, and I
think that On at question of so great
importance ats that of federation it would
not be satisfactory to the colony as a
whole. hut would be ai most dangerous
precedent to allow the principle of the
referendum to he adopted. With the
exception of colonies or countries where
special provision has been made and
special miachinlery' provided to enable the
referendum to be- carried into effect, there
is no system of an occasional referendum
when a matter of considerable importance
crops up between one general election and
another. If there is a great desire on the
part of Parliament that this matter shall
he referred to the people, the proper
course is-particularly in the case of a
question on which the electors of the
colony have not 'Yet expressed an opinion
-for the Government to dissolve Parlia-
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maent, and place the question before the
electors in the ordinary constitutional
mianner. [HoN. R. G1. BurEs -s Hear,
bear.] It does not seem to me that this
is a time in which we should mnake any
departure from the practice which has
obtained hitherto. A very great deal has
been said both here and outside the
House, and particularly in another Legis-
lative Chamber, about the right of the
people to be heard, and to cast a vote on
the subject. No one has any objection
to their expressing as many opinions as
they choose, or to their casting a vote on
this particular qnestion, but I think
every hon. member of the House should
insist upon its being done in a coinstitu-
tional way or not at all. There is a
general election coining on shortly at
wiich this question can be discussed, or
pressure can be brought to bear upon the
leader of the Government to obtain a
dissolution of Piarliament ;iud so submit
the question to the popular vote.

'HON. F. T. Catownant: Not this
House.

HoNq. F. WHITOOMBE: Not this
House. Parliament would be dissolved
as far as it can he tinder our Constitution,
and this lfouse would be governed -or
at any rate largely influenced -by the
decision of the electors upon any pro-
minent and important question Such as
this. I do not think, especially when
one considers the aunnt of heat imported
into the debyate-s and disc ussions at puiblic
mneetingsi on the great question of federa-
tion

H1ON. R. G. BUlGous : t hasL all dlied
out now.

HoN. F. WH[rTOWBE: Whether it
has died out or not, I do not think tis
is a time when we should depart from
the established precedent of polities in
Western Australia, We shoild not allow
the people, becatuse they seemn tio b rtler
mloreL intereslesi in tis than they leave
previously been in sonme other questions;,
to have a particular " say " whether federa-
tion shall be adopted or not. If onl this,
why not on ot'her questions? There has%
never been any suggestion of a referen-
dumn on any othier question, such as a
loan Dill, great water workis schemne, or
any Of the large expenditure incurred by
this colour' . No policy taken in hand
has been 'the subject of a referendum,
aM- I think that so far as the people of

this colony are concerned, a huge public
works pohoy requiring the expenditure of
millions is as deserving to be dealt with
in a special way as is the usino
federation. equsino

HON. AL. P. MATHESONS: This is a
national question.

HoN. F. WHITOOMBE: The ques-
tions I have referred to are i-t as much
national as this is. The question resolves
itself into whether we shall hand over
our colony, our resources, our bodits
and souls so to speak, to a Government
3,000 wiles away, and be prepared to
bear any loss which may be incurred in
the transaction. Are we to allow a
referendumn to be taken? A referendiun
of whom? The petition says the electors,
and if you can judge by the signatures Of
the petition, those who are to vote on the
question are to include every male adult
on the goldfields, and as miany ethers as
can be got upon the roll. If the petition
which is the subject of this mnotion had
been properly brought before the House,
it would have been accompanied by
declara tions or certificates in some form
that each namie was5 the signature of an
individual, that 110 individual had signed
twice, and that cach person Who signed
was entitled to express his opinion. The
naMeCs sho0ud ]lot be those Of atnticipatory
electors, but actual electors. Then it
would have bei.'n entitled to oiu r consider-
ation, but the handing in of 23,000
lnmes On a. printed formi without any
certifivulte that. the signiaturles are those
of electors is a slight to the Council. I.
dare say that nyv mnember of thie Council
could, if y ou] gave him a1 fortnight and at
plentiful supply of ink, manufacture
23,000 SignaitL"e to any petition placed
hefore lhie. There is no certificate as to
the, genuineness of any one of the signa-
hires ;and in the absence of any such
guaranutee, We tire not called Up~ii to give
this Matter aLs n111ch conusideirat ion as We
otherwise Would.

lON. F. T. Cunowuxa,,: Especially when
We know people have signed five or six
tiles.

HoN. A. P. MATHESONs: We do not
know that

HO-N. F. WI4ITCO-MBE: So far as I
understand, We have Onl; reason to ICnow
of one individual who h~as signed twice,
aad that is on the individual's own
admission.

Referendunz.
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How. R. G. BURGEs: A barmaid
signed the petition six tunes.

HON. F. WHITOOMBE: If a prom-
inenct member of the Assembly has signed
twice, what is the probability of other
persons iii less responsible positions
having so overcome their scruples as to
sign more than twice?, The first ground
I have taken, why this amendment should
not l)e carried, is sound and solid, naimely
that we have no constitutional precedent
for the corse proposed by Mr. Matheson,
or the course requested in the petition.
In the absence of ally constitutional
precedent, it would be daugerous for 'is
to establish one, although we may have
before us the examples of the other
colonies, in which, perhaps. legislators
have more courage than we have, or less
regard for constitutional usage. *Prob-
ably the latter is the case, in view
of the fact that every member repre-
senting the Eastern colonies at the con-
ventions at which this Federal Bill
wats discussed and settled, seemed to
be imbued with the idea, that the
colony he represented was going to gain
something in the general plunder. If
hon. mnemblers will carryv their recollection
back to tin time of tme first of these c;on-
ferences, they will renmembler that the
Western Australian deleg-ation was looked
upon with the greatest scorn. There was
considered to be no necessity to wait for
our delegation, which was regarded ais of
no impoi-tance; in fact, Western Aus-
traliat was at drug in the then federal
market. Since that day Western Aus-
traliat has progressed to at very large
extent, and has cone to the ti-out ais one
of the principal colonies of the group.
And now let us look at the reasons which,
in the face of past events, may be taken
as actuating the delegates of the other
colonies in their extremneanid almost
fantastio desire lo rake this co~lo~nv into
the federal1 schemne to bring it iii so that
we shall be, as it were, at preyv for thein.
This colony hats been their market for
sionic Y'ears past, and they have made
money out of us; at any rate the business
men of the other colonies have made
money out of Western Australia. because
this colony' has been the dumping ground
for their produce, which has been poured
in faster than we ourselves could produce
anything to compete with them. It is
only within the last 12 or 18 months

that the producers and agriculturists of
this colony have been able in any way to
compete or check the immense importa-
tion of agricnltural produce poured into
our ports. We also hiave reason to
believe that great preparation has been
made for the raid on Western Australia
as soon as wve shall consent to federation.
It will be ai friendly raid, of course,
but it means taking our money, and,
so far ;is I can judge, our- political life
misod Supposing federation were sub-

mitdto the electors or the people of
the colony at the present stage and
were adopted, I do not think it would

I be possible to avert fromn this colony not
only national insolvency, but also the
insolvency of people who have a stake in
the country, or to prevent their being so
bound and placed in such at position that
their life for the future would be a life of

I hard labour. We shall not be able, in
the absence of what may be taken fromt
cis by) the proposed scheme, to obtain
sufficient revenue to pay interest on our

Ipresent indebtedness, much less to pay
interest on the proposed indebtedness for
works which are alleged to be aobsolutely

*necessary to tme proper development of
the colony; and if that hie so, how is the
colony going to retaun its place? We
are told that the other colonies will per-
haps come to our assistance and guacrantee

Iour loans, but judging fromt past traon-
sactions, and judging fromt the anxiety
evinced by the other colonies that we
should goa into the federation scheme--
judging from the manner in which every
public man in hils colony who lase
expressed his opinion adversely to federa-
tion, has been vilified-the other colonies
if they do assist, will assist 'is on terms
ruinous to ourselves. Seeing the attitude

-aen by the public men of the Elastern
c-olonies, after ao doubt Was first pro-
Cli med as to whether time Bill would be
sent to the people of Western Australia

*or not, there mtay' be a very genuine wvish
for uis to join, but that wLish cannot be
on sentimental grounds alone. These
public men must have had their own
people behind them, and they would not
on sentimental grounds alone evince so
keen a dislike, or' so keen ao hatred as has
been evinced by people on the other side.
In the face of that, I do not trust the
other colonies. We are told we may trust
the Federal Government, and the Federal
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power, but I do not trust the Federal
power, onaccount of what has been stated
publicly by those who will probabl.'y
constitute the first Federal Govern-
ment.

How. R. G. BuOES: Take the instance
of the mail Steamers.

HON. F. WHITOOMBE, That is a
very good instance. A few months ago
there was no objection whatever to the
nail steamers calling at Fremnantle; but

now a doubt is raised, and we are told
pretty plainly that the doubt so raised
will never bel settled until we settle the
question of federation, that if we decide
adversely to the wishes of the leaders of
federation on the other side, they' will
place such difficulties in the way of the
mail steamters calling at B'renntle, or
any other Western Ausralian port, as to
render it practically' impossible for the
steamers to call.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: That is not
according to the correspondence.

RON. F. WHITCOMBE: But it is to
be found in speeches made in the Eastern
colonies. Of course, we shall be told by
those who advocate federation that this
colony has been established by' the
capital, the sinew, the muscle, end every.
thing else, from the Eastern c-olonies anid
front outside. The adoption of federation
would onlyv be time -furtherance of the
scheme of development which has been
followed in the past by those who have
exploited our goldfields. They will allow
a collection of wines, or in this case they
will allow a Colony, to be partially
developed, and then they will proceed to
float it. And who suffers ? In some
cases, the original owner of the mine
suffers, but alwvays thme field in which
the mine is Situated; and I think
it would be better to develop the
colony ourselves. In the last six years
the colony has made much progress in
developing its own resources; and we
can hie fairly well trustedl to continue the
development iii the future, and to further
prospect our immense wealth now hidden,
and use it for our own pur-poses and not
for the purposes of a glorified Australia.
It would be better to use this wealth for
a glorified Western Australia, which has
one-third of the continent ini its posses-
sion and under its rule, than to hand over
the government of the whole to a few
people of the Eastern colonies.

H ON. H. G. HUnoES: It would be the
majority against the intority.

ftON.F. WHITOOMBE: We are told
that federation would be a great advant-
age to us, and that the other people-I
call them "the other people '--would
invest their money here and develop our
resources, kindle induhstries, and generally
make this Place boom. That iiay he so,

Ibut I think before they dream of doing
Ithat, they will *use this colony as a
market while they develop their own
resources. After they are satisfied, we can
have such part of the loaf as may he left ;
but I do not feel inclined to take what is
left, because we have our share of the loaf
Dowv, and it is better to keep what we
have. I do not think that even on the
strongest ground I have heard urged,
there 'would be any great cheapening of
the cost of Living in this colony.

Hou. A. P. MATHESON: What his
Ithat got to do with the question of the
people voting?>

HoN. F. WHITOMIBE: The prin-
ciple of federation is so opposed to the
best interests of Western Australia, that
I think the people should not be allowed
to vote on the question.

HoN. A. P. MVATHESON: Ahi that is
allII want.

RON. F. WHITOOMBE: I amn quite
prepared to give voice to my opinions in
thme matter, and I go so far as to say that I,
as a member of the Council, have been
entrusted by my constituents to voice
their opinions here. I was elected on the
distinct ground that I1 was opposed to
federation, sand that I would do my
utmost., when the opportunity camne, to
prevent the Bill in any shape or form
going to the people. Mr. Matheson was
present at Cue, which I call the goldields
centre of the Central Province, and he
then heard and saw how my announce.
mient to that effect wats received. I do
not think lie Could flatter himself that
federation has much of a hold in that
province, although that is a goldields
district, where they are supposed to
be in favour of federation, while on the
coast it is hardly safe to mention the
word at all, except to say that the
question shall not be referred to the
people.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: And two elec-
tions for the Assembly since have been in
the same direction.

Referendum.
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HoN. IF. WHTTCOMBE: Yes; cer-
tainly there was no opposition when Mr.
Tioton afterwards went up for election to
the province; and the samne opinions
which held then, ]told now. If we can
judge from elections to this Chamber
since, they show conclusively that in the
central and southerly portions of the
colony there is no desire for federation
for Western Australia. Apart from that,
even if I were satisfied a large proportion
of my constitutents, I will not say so
much as half, but a large proportion.
were in favour of the Bill going to the
people, I should still oppose that course
to the utmost of my ability. I consider
that, as their representative here, I am
called on not to vote or go with one
portion of my constituency, and if there
be a division of opinion amongst them,
and no desire for a certain course
is clearly expressed by representations
or petition by the majority, I have a
iight to use my own judgment. And
what is my duty I consider to be the
duty of every membher of the Council and
every member of Parliament. If a meca-
sure comes tip which, in his individual
opinion, woulId be harmful for the colony
to a serious extent, it is clearly a tiern-
her's du~ty to do his b~est to prevent that
measure becoming law ;and if the process
proposed whereby the measure shall
become law and forced on Parlimuent, is
that it shall he referred to the people to
vote on, and an exceptional course fol-
lowed, it is equally a member's duty to
oppose that exceptional course. That
being my opinion, I intend to oppose this
Bill being sent to the referendum, because
I do not think that a safe course. Assum-
ing we are the citstoclitns of the interests
of this colony, we are in the same
relative position ats a par-eut to a child;
and would a child be allowed to approach
r1 rugs or medicines which might be harm-
fuxl and of which the child does not
k-now the consequential effects ? For
the same reason I think the people of
Western Australia do not yet appreciate
the disadvantages of the proposals placed
before them, and I will do mny best to
keep the question from them until they cahi
understand what those disadvantages are.

HoN. C. E. DEMPSTER: Do not let
them have what is not good for them.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: A poisonous
Bill.

HON. F. WHITOOMEE: The ex-
pression, "poisonous Bill," uttered by
Mr. Matheson, is a very apt one. We
have an inverse parallel, if I may use the
expression, between New Zealand' and this
colony, each equidistant from the proposed
centre of federal life, and each in quite a
different position, so far as the aspirations
and hopes of the present federating
colonies are concerned. The federating
colonies will not have New Zealand,
because New Zealand can -produce more
than they can, but -they want to have
Western Australia, because Western
Australia cannot supply all she wants.
They also want to have Western Australia.
so that we shall not l i able to deal with
New Zealand, a market to our hand, so to
speak- as much to our band as New
South Wales or Queensland.

HoN. C. E. DEMPSTER: They want die
Western Australian trac.

HON. F. WHITCOMBE: They have
had it in the past, and, in the hopes of
getting it, their publlic men, hrorn Mr.
George Reid downwards, have been
dragooninig ats best they can the Premier
of this colony, by referring to what he
said and promised, and trying to force
him to use his undoulbted infuence in the
colony to get Western Australia to go into
federation. Dragooning is the only
expression I cnnapply. They have Used
every ienee, every trick, and every
dodge they can think of to get him to
commit himself further than he has,
unfortunately, already done. In my
opinion, the most objectionable part in
reference t, federationi is that the Pre-
muier of this colony pledged us as far as
lie wvas legally entitled to do (and happily
it was not far) to go into federation.
One thing which Ias struck me very
forcibly is the great couraige the right
hon. gentleman has shown in withdraw-
ing from the position he took up, and in
stating publicly that lie was mistaken ;
that although he returned to this colony
and made a speech -

Hors. R. G3. BURGES: Two speeches,
unluckily.

ETON. F. WHjITOOMBE: He made
moire than one speech in which he urged
that federation would help the colony;
but afterwards, when he had gone into
the question more deeply, lie had the
courage-which I am afraid many mem-
bers of Parliament at the present day
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would not have-to publicly disavow his
previous statements and to retract as far
as he could. What the Premier thought
was for the best was not for the best.
Although lie may feel mioratlly bound to
put the Bill before the people. I should,
in view of the mistakes he made before,
and the reasons which induced him to
withdraw from them, have thought a
great dearl more of him as a public leader
if, instead of adopting the unprecedented
course referral to, lie had taken the bit
in his teeth, thrown the whole thing
overboard-, and said he was satisfied that
federation, either as proposed by the
Premiers or amended by the Select Corn-
mittee, would not be in the interests
of Western Australia. Hfad he stood
his ground and declined to pledge Par-
liament to send the Bill to the people, it
would have gined him more credit in
the colony than the unfortunate course
he has chosen to pursue has done. flailf
measures are no good. I do not know
that we can gain anything by suggesting
alterations to what we call the Bill of the
Premiers. If I cannot do what I desire
by means of this aniudmneut, and prevent
the Bill from going to the' people at all. I
would support the modified Bill in pre-
fereiiee to the Bill of the Premiers: but
I do not like either. I do not Like
federation in any shape or form. In my
Judgment fedenation would bring disaster
upon us ; and, therefore, I move that all
the words after "that" bie struck out,
with a view of inserting "at the present
juncture it is not desirable to submit the
question of federation to the electors of
this colony."

HoN. C. E. DEMPSTERt (East): I
will support the amendment, and I fully
concur in all those remarks. It would be
unreasonable for this House to consider
the petition, when we know that the
question involved is one we disapprove of.
A very large proportion of the members
of the House disapprove of it and will
show their disapproval before many days
have passed. I have looked into the
matter from every possible aspect, and
have heard numerous opim ons expressed.
I am sure we can only conmc to one con-
elusion, that being that federation is most
undesirable for this colony. Even though
it may be admitted that a large propor-
tion of the goldfields members will be in
favour of it, and the people on the gold-

fields form a majority, we should appeal
to their sense of reason, urging them not
to advocate a measure which will in no
way benefit them. and will be disastrous
to the rest of the colonv. I am quite
satisfied that those whb look into time
question will see that the working
classes cannot benefit by federation.
The mining interests will not gain,
and no interest in the colony will
benefit by it. Considering the isolated
position we occupy, and that instead
of being Separated by water, we have
thousands of miles of sterile water-
less country, which is more impassable
than water, how can we be fairly
represented by a Parliament over two
thousand miles away from uts? We know
that the expenses of goveimment, instead
4f being made more reasonable and eco-
nomnical than at present. would be doubled,
and we know that our representation
would only be 6 to 75. Some say, " would
those States all act in opposition to the
interests of Western Australia? Surely
somse of them would work for the benefit
of Western Australia ats well as support
their own interests." I say it is inmpos-
sible for those States, so far removed
from Western Australia, to know what
is desirable For this country, and we are
aware that human nature is selfish. You
cannot put any other aspect upon it, and
we Could never, tinder the circumstances,
expect to be Fairly represented when our
intem-ests were likely to clash with those
of the other colonies, either in regard to
our railways or advances for f uture neces-
sary public works. We also know that
throiugh loss of the duties a very large sum
of money would bie withdrawn from this
colony, and that under the Common-
wealth there would be power to tax uts to
any extent that might be necessary in
order to meet the enormous expenses of
the Federal Government. There does
not seem to me to be anry foundation to
work upon with regard to probable
expenses. I think, I heard Mr. Loton say,
when the matter was first discussed in
the Rouse, that there was no basis to go
upon by which a fair and just estimate
could be arrived at as to what federation
would cost. Therefore we are perfectly
in the dark as to what it will cost, but
the great probabilities are that the cost
will be a great deal more than it has been
estimated at. We all know that in
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matters of this kind there are all sorts of
expenses that are bound to be entered
into which cannot be foreseen in the
c-ommncemnt.

HON. R. G. Buttons: What ahout
settlement and industries?

HON. C. E. DEMPSTER: Everyone
must know that federation would paralyze.
I might say, almost every industry in
the colony; and after inducing people
to come from the other colonies and settle
upon the laud, believing, as they had a
right to believe, that the prices might be
better than in other colonies, would it be
right to adopt federation, knowing that
our markets would be flooded with the
produce of the other colonies, and that the
settlers here would be obliged to put their
produce into the market at ruinous rates,
in the way the other colonies have dlone?
Industries in the other colonies have been
fostered to a fearful degree, and to a
much greater extent than industries in
Western Australia have been encouraged,
and therefori a higher state of cultivation
and production has been reached there
than in this colony. We Stand in at very
different position now to that occupied
by the colony it few years ago, and I
think I couldl prove *very Satisfactorily
that such is the case. With the land we
have under cultivation-we canl supply the
requirements of Western Australia both
for hay anid foir, and are fast approach-
a condition in which we shall be able to
supply the colony with vegetables, butter
and Everythiug else in a way that would
be satisfactory to everybody. Why, then,
is it necessary for us to depend Entirely
upon the other colonies and discourage
those things which would make our own
colonyP If such industries are chiecked
now, ats they would be by federation, we
shall be entirely dependent upon the
other colonies, for those here could
only produce ait ruinous prices, which
would not return sufficient to pay
for food. Federation would discourage
in the extreme all kinds of settlement
and all kinds of production, and when I

say all kinds of production, I include all
kinds of agricultural produce as well as
vines, vegetables, and everything else,
because they all come under tie same
category. We know a great many of
those whdo advocate federation have no
vested interest in Western Australia.
Their sympathies are with the other

*colonies, and therefore if anything would
be for the benefit of the other colonies
they wvould Tote for it without considera-
tion for the land in which they live. I
think, however, that when they come here
to settle, they ought to look to the future
of Western Australia, ats well as the
interests of that country they have left.
In iny opinion if these matters had been
fully explained, and entered into onl the
goldfields, and those centres in which
there seems to be the greatest desire for
federation, three-quarters, or at least half
the people there would have changed
their views in respect of federation.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: Why have
you not gone thereP

HoN. 0. E. DEMPSTER: I have too
uch to occupy my attention.

HON. A. P. MATHESoN: I have been
to your district.

HON. C. E. l)EMPSTERi: It is a
matter for regret that Mr. Matheson and
the mnervberst who represent those districts
have not taken a more liberal view of

*the matter, and considered the welfare of
the wvhole colony, not advocating a
measuire which Will be unsattisfactory and
disastrouis to the Ibest interests of -Western
Australia. I have often thought that, if
I had the ability and eloquence, there is
nothing I wouild like helter than to go
among the people and try to establish
goodwill in the coinmunity,' endeavouring

*to make them reasonable and rational, and
to cause theni not to take the extreme
views they often do.

HON. H. ERioas: They would not
listen to you.

*HON. 0. E. DEMPSTER: I do not
know. Common sense, backed up by

*justice, often has a great amount of
IWeight. I think that if people would go
amongst the crowds and try to establish
a feeling Of this sort they would find it
would accomplish a great deal of good.
[Ifox. A. P. MATHESON: Hear, hear.]
I see among time names published in rela-
tion to the alluvial men at the present

Itime, many which ought not to be there.
The alluvial miners are supported by

Imen who, instead of upholding them,
should do all in their power to create a
better feeling.

HON. F. T. COWDER: They ought to
be in gaol with them.

HON. 0. E. DEMPSTER: Yes; I
Should say that. Instead of doing all
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they can to establish good feeling, and
impressing upon men the importance and
desirability of keeping the laws of their
country, they jo)in with them and svmpa-
thise with thiem. That is not the' righit
way to go to work to bring about uity
and goodwill in the community.

RON. 3. W. HACKETT: And these are
the people a lot of whom have put their
signatures to the petition, including
reverend clergymen.

HON. C. E. DEMPSTER: Petitions
have been signed promiscuously by) every-
body who liked to sign, without question
of Whether they wvere voters or had any
stake in Western Australia. Is a peti-
tion of that sort to have any weight with
a House like this? I am suire that at
all times this House has shown its anixietyT
to do all it possibly canl for the welfare
of the goldfields, and that it Will always
recognise the imiportanice of the goldfields.
It is only right that the goldfields should
have a little consideration for this part
of the colony, con which they must always
depend for necessary supplies in thle shape
of agricultural produce.

HON. A. P. MATHESONq: The petition
Was signed all over the country. and not
only on the goldfields.

HoN. C. E. DEMPSTER: The petition
was signed by persons who )lave lie
interest in the colon Y.

HON. A. P. MATHESON ;There were
300 signatures in Bunbtiry.

HON. 0. E. DEMPSTER: I canl
admire the way in which Mr. Matheson
twists the matter land defends at bad
cause, and I hope the next Measure lie
takes iii hand will be one in which we
shiall all lie able to) assist i i. I sbiild
have great pleasure in supporting himn if
lie introduced a, measure which I. could
see was desirable in the interests of the
whole country;i but when hie introduces at
measure which we know is undesirable,
he cannot expect the assistance of the
House. 1 like str-aightfor-ward, honest
conduct; and I would prefer to see this
House, to a man, say' and act in the
manner we ought to oil this question. I
should like lion. ineniht-rs to saty with
one voice, "We consider that this nieasure
is undesirable in the best interests of the
colony, and, therefore, we will not enter-
tain or consider it." If we were to adopt
that Course, we would be upheld through-
out the colony, because people would say

that we had acted honestly and in a
manly, straightforward way. At any rate
our constituents would uphold us, and
give us credit for acting in an honest and
manly way.

RON. R. G. BUROES: And we would
save the colony from ruin.

HON. C. E. DEMPSTER: And we
would save the colony from ruin, because
it must be ruinious to Western Australia
to join federation under existing circum-
stances. Why, as Mr. Whiteomibe asked
just now, are the other colonies not
anxious to include New Zealand in the
federal scheme? Because they know per-
fectly well New Zealand is a large produc-
ing country, and under federation she
would be allowed to pour her agricultural
produce into the Australian markets, and
thus the Eastern colonies would not get
so mnuch beniefit' themselves. Our posi-
tion is almost ats isolated as that of New
Zealand, because, though we have not
such an expanse of water between us
and the other colonies, there is an enor-
mious extent of barren, waterless country,
much ha~rder to get over than the ocean,
and, therefore, wye have quite as go.od
goround for rematining out of federatian as
has New Zealand. If the Eastern colo-
nlies hald not sonic other object in view
they would not be more anxious to include
Western Australia thanl they are to
include New Zealand. Then, hlow is it
going to be proved that continual dif-
ferences may not arise amongst the States
themselvesP We know thme Eastern colo-
nies are not the most peaceable on the
face of the earth at the present time,
because there are continual strikes and
differences, mid in Parliamntary matter-s
they have had more disputes and dis-
creditable conduct than has ever been
known in Parlianeiit here. In that
respect they hlave not been an example to
Western Australia, and uinder federation
I do not think they would be secure
from quarrels and differences of opinion.
Before we rush into federation I should
like to see it shown that we shiall reap
all the advantages which some people

Iimagine, because, for my own part, I do
not blieve we Shall get any advantage at
all. Differences will contiually be crop-
ping up, which they will not be able to
settle, and we should be better off under
the old form of government than under
a double-barrelled system, which will

Referendum.
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cost twice as much and not bring any
particular benefit; and unless we can see
that there will be some enormous benefit
we are not justified in entertaining the
idea. I am not a good hand at continuing
and exhausting a subject, but I have
endeavoured to give my vi ews, and I
trust hon. members will show themselves
manly enough to say without hesitation,
" We are, one and all, opposed to federa-
tion, because we feel it will be undesirable
in the interests of the colony." These
are my views, and I have great pleasure
in supporting the amendment of Mr.
Whitcom be.

HfoN. H. IJUKIN (East) : I have much
pleasure in supporting the amendment.
It has been argued inside and outside this
House that the Bill must go to the people;
but I fail to agree with that view, because,
if there is any reason for the existence
of this chamber, it is that we may check
andl revise what we consider hasty and
ill-.-advised legislation, and safeguard the
interests of the people generally. Ifon a
great occasion like this-and we must
all recognise that it is a very great
occasion in the country's history -we
abrogate our functions to the people, who
are not supposed to know so much about
this intricate matter as we do, by refer-
ing the question to them simply because
we will not take the onus of it upon our-
selves, we shall not be doing our duty.
Without going over the stock arguments
we have been listening to for the last few
months, for and against federation, I
should like to give a few general reasons
why I think wve are justified in not refer-
ring the Bill to the people. Owing to the
Somewhat peculiar circumstances existing
in the colony at the present time, we have
every reason to believe that if this Bill be
referred to the people, it will probably be
carried, owing to a large proportion 6f
our population being disaffected and not
in sympathy with the general interests of

-the colony' . But, i any case, we would
be perfectly justified in throwing this
Bill out, on the ground that it was carried
by such a very narrow majority in the
popular chamber.

HON. C. E1. DEMPSTER: By the " repre-
sentatives of the people."

HON. H. LUKIN: Yes, by the repre-
sentatives of the people.

HoN. A. P. MATHESON: It was not car-
nieilin theother House, butwas th rowu out.

RON. H. TiUKIN: It was only carried
by a very small majority, to refer the
question to the people.

RON. A. P. MATHESON : The petition
was thrown out.

HON. H. LUKIN: Yes; the petition
was thrown out; and I maintain We are
perfectly justified in throwing it out here.
A select committee was appointed some
time ago to inquire into the whole ques-
tion, and that committee spent a con-
siderable amount of time and trouble in
examining representative men from all
over the colony as to the effect of federa-
tion, and the bulk of the evidence was
clearly to the effect that federation would
be against our best interests. To any
thnking person it must be evident that
the colony at the present time is on the
eve of very greatL developments. It does
not take a prophet to foresee that the
colony in 10 or 12 years time, will
be in a very different position front that
it is in at the present time; and I
maintain that to join federation now
would be to virtually hand over the
control of our affairs to a Government
two thousand and odd miles away, a
Government consisting of people who, on
more than one occasion already, have
Shown. they have no sympathy or very
little sympath y with us, but who Study
self-interest. We have always got humani
nature to take into considera tion in a
matter of this kind; and if the House at
the pr-esent juncture do not face thle
matter in the way in which it ought to be
faced, and throw the measure out alto-
gether, without temporising with it at all,
we will not be doing our duty to the
country.

HON. R. 0. SURGES (East): I have
some diffidence in offering my opinions,
after the able speakers who have addressed
themselves to the question. The amend-
ment really embraces the whole matter;
and although I aniL not pr-epared to deal
fully with the question to-day, I suppose
it will be as well to express my opinions
now, seeing that other hon. members
have taken that course. For my par-t, 1
do not think the House should have
any doubt as to the inexpediency of
sending this Sill t', the people. It is
well known that this petition was pro-
fessedly got up on the goldflelds and
signed by people, by the clergy of all
denominations, I am sorr- to sayv, who
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were present at proceedings, which were
like a corroboree as much as anything else.
People signed at street corners. Not only
that, I heard a commercial traveller say
he signed the petition 12 times, and would
sign it 1-2 times more if he came across
it. I have heard reliable men on the
fields say that some barmaids in the
large hotels mnade a, boast of signing, it
five or six times. As -Mr. Whiteombe
has pointed out, we have nothing to show
that these sigqnatures are genuinpe at all:
nothing to show that those who signed
are voters, or may he voters.

HON. F. T. CROWDER:. Theyv are not
voters.

How. R. O. BURGES: I think Air.
Matheson and the federationists mnade a,
great mnistake in bringing this matter
forward as they have done at the present
time, when they knew that the bulk- of
the people could not ha-ve a voice in it,
Those who want federation at any price
are running headlong into the mouth of
a cannon, like the Boers have done; and
they are doing it only to satisfy their own
constituents. Mr. Matheson would be
entitled to great credit for the way he
has worked, if hie were sincere in the
matter.

HoN. A. P. MATusson: I am sincere.
BiON. R. G. BURGES:- What did he

says He said he was prejudiced in
favour of federation, and 1 assert that
any man who makzes a statement like
tit is unworthy of consideration. We
must go to thle foundation of this
qluestion. Now f am going to speak of
other members who are supporting the
Federal League, but I need not mention
names. Somie of the labour leaders have
given it out that their only idea was that
they would gain more if the Forrest Gov-
erment were out. We know what has
been going, on in this country during the
last few years. We know that a, certain
portion of the leaders of the Parliament
of 'Western Australia want to get into
power, and they do not care how they
accomplish their object. That is the
reason why several of these leaders have
gone to the extreme they have with regard
to having federation at any price. It is
no use denaying it, because somie mnen who
take a leading part in all matters in this
colony, -and are k-no-wn and respected,
acknowledge that. Is this House going
to follow men who have made such state-

mentsP If we only consider that alone
we have sufficient ground to throw out
this petition. Of course we know there
are people in favour of this so-called
petition, and that meetings have been
held in support of it; but there is a con-
stitutional course of putting the thing to
the people. Are we following the British
nation in this? Can my hon. and learned
friend Mr. Briggs show me a case in
-which such a thing as that has been done
by the British nation ? There have been
cases in wvhich questions have been
referred to the electors in municipalities,
but the principle of the referendum has
not been acknowledged by the British
Constitutiona, except in minor matters.
took at our small population and think
of what the effect of adopting the principle
of the referendum may be in any place
where there imay be a. large and sudden
influx of people. What would have been
the state of things about a couple of years
ago when there was dissatisfaction on the
goldfields ? We have had twenty or
thirty thousand people coming to the
goldfields, and there is enough gold to
bring twice that population in six months.
Looking at the enormous area of gold
and the rich shoots which are found now,
we may have a great increase any day, and
would it he advisable to adopt this prin-
ciple of the referendum? Would it he
advisable for any Upper House to encour-
age such a thing? What does it mean ?
What has it -already done in Aiustralia?
I am not a great reader, but one only
wants to know what is going on in our
sister colonies with reference to this
matter to form a conclusion. Only look

Iat the vote taken iii Queensland yester-
day. With the principle of the referen-
dum, there would be no stability about
the Government at all. What will the
cry be-and I am sorry it has often been

Iraised 'in our House-with regard to
payment of members P What is the
payment of mnembhers doing in the othet
colonties ? look ait the Premier of New
South Wales, and consider the tricks hie
resorted to in order to keep in power.
As soon as the mnob took the matter iiito
their own hands, he was out of it. There
is a great democratic leader, and only one
or two votes would turn him ou~t of
power to-morrow. On this question of

Ifederation, Mr. Matheson is only voicing
,the views of his constituents, and is not

Beferenditw
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thinking of the conmmunity at large; and
these are the matters we must look into.
I have already said that the weakest
point in the whole thing is the way those
few federationists have worked in rela-
tion to this subject, and I have shown
that they have no real desire for the good
of the country, but that most of them are
working only for their ownl interests. I
could even name men, but they are not
in this House I ami glad to say. I know
of one mn in this colony, who has
written a pamphlet. What his desire is
in regard to this question, goodness
knows. I aml not going to mention
names, and when we speak of public
matters it is not always desirable to do so.
Some men only want to look forward for
their own purposes. They know very
well that only a very few'leading men
can be spared from this colony, and if
this colony joins federation, some of the
members will go away; So they are look-
ing forward for something good to come
out of this. Very likely there will be
seven Ministers, and they miust have a,
chance. Some of these men are acting
wholly and solely against the interests of
the country, and are only looking for
self-aggrandisement. The mnain question
in regard to this matter is whether it is
advisable for Western Australia, to adopt
federation. litis well known, from letters
that have been written, and from leaders
that have appeared in our leading papers,
that it is not. I have here some of the
papers by Mr. Matheson, which I anm
going to deal with presently unless he has
taken themn away from me. (Laughter.)
He gave me one printed in red, and also
handed me another, and I see we would
have a loss of about £600,000. He said
that would be nothing in a new country
like this. Fancy any lion. member trying
to persuade the people that at loss of
£600,000 would be nothing! He has
shown that if we accepted federation,
there would be a loss of that amount,
and he says the only way to deal with
that is to econonmise in public works.
[Mn. MATHESON: Hear, bear.] That is
what it means; stopping the goldfields
work; work carried on in a locality where
thle lion, mnember's own constitutents
reside. If we adopted federation at once,
the whole of our revenue would be wiped
out. .

HoN. A. P. MATHESON: No, no.

HON. Rt. G. .BURtGES: I repeat, that
the whole of our revenud would be wiped
out, and I ask members to listen to that
assertion, and not to the interruptions of
the hon. member. We have the sliding scale
promised to us. In the first place it was
shown we were not ripe for federation,
and lion. members who will take up this
report of the Con vention proceedings-I
have not had time to read the whole of it,
but I have read extracts from speeches by
leaders of the Convention-will see that
the leaders themselves acknowledged that
we could not accept federation on the
same terms as themselves. I am sorry
to Say our delegates did not do their duty.
[Hon. F. T. Onownpx: Hear, hear.) They

were led by a right hoil. gentleman whom
everyone respects, and who has done more
for this colony, I think, than any other
]nan will ever do for it. But every great
mnan makes mistakes, and I amr sorry the
right hion. gentlemnan made a great
mnistake onl this question, as far as
Western Australia is concerned. He
went to the first Convention, and until
the end of it seven or eight out of the
tenl Western Australian representatives
looked upon him as their lender. The
Premier said he could not accept federa-
tion, but there was afterwards a banquet,
and I may state that one member of the
Convenrtion with whom I was travelling
told me that they had been talking the
matter over together, and -the right hion.
gentleman promised to support federa-
tion. That is a nice thing. There is a,
great leader-I refer to the right lion.
George Reid-who is a pretty clever man,
and he was too cute for the rest of the
Premiers. He know that his only chance
to keep in power was to bring about a con-
ference of Premiers, and lie did it to gain
his own ends. What did our own Premier
do? Some of his greatest friends support
him whether he is right or wrong, but I ati
not going to support any man who is
wrong. The Premier went to the Con-
ference only last year. and signed that
document without any mandate from this

:country, the question never having been
put before the people. Every member
who has any power to speak at all ought
to get uip and explain himself, and ought
not to be afrmid to give a solid vote!
against federation. He should not be
liken block of wood. There is no mein-
her of the House, not even Mr. Matheson,
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who does not knuow that if we accept
federation it will put back everything in
this colony, except perhaps the goldflelds,
for five or ten years.

HON. F. Tf. CROWDER: Put it back?
It would wipe it out.

HON. Rt. G. BURGES: It would
almost wipe it out. That is what we 'nay
expect. Some hon. members have not
had the experience that others of us had
a few years back when prices were very
low. In the last day or two, I have heard
able men who have had some experience
say that in a few y ears, or perhaps another
year or two, we shall be producing our
own cereals and other things. I am sorr~y
to say we shall iot be able to prodube
enough batter for some time yet. We,
shall hie able to produce our own cereals,
but it wilt be remembered that before
the goldfields came into existence, we
sent produce from this colony to China,
India, Singapore, and other places.

TH.'E COLONIAL SECRETARY : We
shipped wheat to England.

HoN. Rt. G. SURGES: Yes; and
growing and preparing that wvheat for the
market was the hardest work I ever did
in my Life, with the crude machinery we
then had. It is only within the last few
years that the producers of this colony
have made any progress, and have had a
market to encourage them; and they
cannot be expected to clear land, employ
labour, and borrow money for improve-
ments when they know no benefit will
result to themselves. What will take
place under federation, which I regard
as a mere matter of sentiment ? The
provision as to suspending the uniform
tariff, is only a trick of those cute men
who have to support a position amongst
democratic people. It has been said
that the tariff will be immaterial when
we can produce enough for ourselves;
but we should remember that the
population is only ] 70,000, and it does
not take much to feed that number
of people. Two or three shiploads of
produce from the other colonies would be
sufficient to paral *yse the market here,
especially if there happened to be good
crTp in England, America, or Russia;
an it is curious, seeing that the sole idea
of the Government seems to be to settle
people on the land, there should yet he
this attempt to introduce federation, and,
by wiping out the local markets, ruin the

local producers. Protection to agricul-
turists, viticulturists, and producers
generally would be taken away at once
by federation; and even now, men
who have put down, perhaps 40 or 50
acres of vines, are wondering how they
will fare under federation, in view of the
fact that wine is produced in the other
colonies and sold at 6d. to 9d. a gallon.
To give some inducement in the shape of
protection or bounties for the growing of
produce and cereals, is the only way to
cheapen goods to the people, and that
fact bad been proved in the other
colonies. A few years ago, New South
W~ales imported nearly all her produce
from New Zealand and Victoria, but now
the New South Wales people, with the
aid of protection and other encourage-
wient, supply for their own markets; and
Victoria too, has benefited largely by
protection, and has attracted a large
population, amongst whom the producers
have had possession of the market of
Western Australia, for the last three or
four years. If this attempt to force
federation be persisted in, people who
have come from other colonies and settled
here will find themselves deprived of a
market, and will certainly find it more
profitable to return to the places from
whence they came, and export produce to
Western Australia. My own opinion is
that the question of federation should
not be sent to the referendum, but should
be held over until the next general
election, which will be under a redistribu-
tion of seats, when nmemubers can be
returned on this issue; and if a majority
of representatives are found to be in

Ifavour of joining the Coun onwealth,
then, no doubt, the country will have to
give way, although the step may really
be inadvisable.

HoN. WV. T. LOTON: How long would
that stave federation off ?

HON. R. G. I3URGES: It would
stave federation off until we could,
perhaps, get better terms than are offered
us at present. The Parliament then
returned might be strong enough to
insist on better terms, whereas now, there
is no guarantee that even the conditions
recommended by the Select Committee
on the Commonwealth Bill, would be
conceded. It is said by some people
that if we do not join ferderation now, we
shall lose a good deal; but my opinion is

Referendum.
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that we might gain a great deal by wait-
ig a year or two. Indeed, it is certain

that we would gain, and could not lose by
delay, because if the other colonies wan~t
Western Australia to join, this colony
must be worth having, and would be
taken in just as gladly in a year or two as
now.

fox. F. T. CROWDER: They are try-
ing to " take us in " now.

Box. RL. G. BIJEGES: This colony
can surely hold its own with its splendid
resources. Our gold yield is increasing
yearly, and members ought to have faith,
not only in the goldfields, but in the
future of our agricultural industry. Large
areas are devoted to agriculture, viti-
culture, and Orchards, and in addition to
that, we have our coal industry, our tin
fields, and probably, other goldfields in the
southern parts of the colony. Then wehave
our timber lands, and other immense areas
in the South, whioh can only be developed
wvhen capitalists who have made their
money on the goldfields and settled there;
and there is no doubt that with the gold-
fields permanently establishied, numbers
of people will reside and spend their
money in the cool parts of the colony.
Under federation we should suffer an
immense decrease in revenue, and would
be unable to continue the development
of the country; because it is acknowledged
by leading men that it would be a. most
difficult matter to carry on necessary
public works in the face of the financial
loss we would sustain. At the present
time some millions of money have yet to
be borrowed for public works, 'which
must be carried out for -the benefit of
those people, for whom we have almost
mortgaged the country, and who are now
working against the interests of the comn-
mnunity as a whole, and whom Mr.
Matheson is leading to their ruin, in
advocating measures that will cripple the
resources of the Government. Under
federation is it possible that railway
extension could lie carried on or that the
great water scheme could be completed ?
Federation would not only reduce the
revenue but would cripple ou r industries
in the very beginning; and, as I said
before, people who have already settled
on the land and borrowed money
from the Agricultural Bank with which
to improve their holdings, would soon
arrive at the opinion that it would pay

them just as well, or better, to grow
produce in the other colonies and send it
here. It has not yet been mentioned that
the referendum would cost a large sum of
money; and it is a queition whether it
would be worth while spending £11,000
or £12,000 just because a few members
of Parliamenit are afraid to stand up and
give a solid vote according to their con-
victions. Hon. members ought to con-
sider well before they commnit the country
to this unnecessary expense, and unsettle
the people by submitting a measure with
which they will not be satisfied if they
get 'it. As a fact, even if the Bill be
passed, three-fourths of the members of
Parliament who assisted in passing it
must be of opinion that the measure is'
not advisable in the best interests of the
people ;. and that would be the opinion,
not only of the people who are now
adverse to federation, but also of those
people on the goldfields, who, I am sorry
to say, are a disaffected class at the pre-
sent moment.

HON. F. T. CROWDER: It will be giving
a stone when they ask for bread.

HON. RL. 0. BtRGES: Would federa-
tion confer any benefit on those disaffected
people? Would it give them cheaper
food, or more political power? They
possess political power now, and if they
aire strong enough, they can get every-
thing they desire in the local Parlia-
ment; but, of course, if the majority of
the people return members who will not
give those disaffected people what they
want, the latter must abide by the will of
the majority. By the Constitution Bill
now before the House, it is intended to give
the people fair and equal representation,
a~n I this is all that is necessary. We
will have to give representation, not
according to population, but fair repre-
sentation. I am surprised that one hon.
member here voted yesterday in a way
which showed how iniconsistent a ILiberal
he is, and I do not think we should
consider two or three men who are so
inconsistent in their actions and their
votes. We have disaffected people on the
goldfields, and we should not give them
federation. Let us give them what is
their right, anid then we cai stand up
and say, "1We give you what is right and
what is fair, and you will have to be
satisfied. You have the power within
yourselves." It is no use saying we can
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keep that away from them under the
Electoral Bill. Give them that, and they
have nothing more to grumble about.
Federation is noqt going to give them that.
Federation is only a cry which has been
raised, and it is u~sed by one or two who
want to get into power. We know that
one of the leaders of the labour party
gave evidence before the Select Comi-
mittee, but be would hardly give any
testimony at all. We can give to the
goldfields all that they are entitled to,
and nder federation they can gain
nothing. It is only a few agitators who
are raising all this commotion. 'Can
memibers of this House say it is advisable
to put anything to an excited people?
Do you know what an excited mob is?
I have been on the goldfields, and I saw
one man gather about him 6,000 or 7,000
people and address them. Those people
were pretty orderly. I have often met
people coming from the goldfields, and
have had a chat with them, and vmu
will find that they are discontented.
Whyv' You will always find in
new places a lot of people who are
doing well, and have a lot of time on
hand, and if they cannot do anything
else they do mischief. Mr. Whiteombe
says that aniong the alluvialists we have
educated men, doctors, lawyers, clergy-
men, and everything else. Those are the
persons who cause this trouble: they are
educa~ted, and they get up and address
those men and lead them into mischief.
They have done no good to themselves, but
they like to have a following ant ia little
notoriety. That is what is causing this
trouble; and are those the peopl1e to
whom you are going to give the referen-
dum -people who are led by agitators
who have done no good to themselves, and
are leading good men into trouble? 1
have been on the goldfields several times,
and it is wvell known that any reasonable
man you meet never wants ay of those
matters which will not be for the benefit
of the community. They do not want
anything unreasonable. You will find as
reasonable men there as any place in the
world. There are men who work eight
hours a day, receive .£4 or X5 a week,
and during the rest of the time gather
together and only lead others into mis-
chief. Those are the people represented
by Mr. Matheson, who has left his seat
and does not like to be beside me any

more. (General laughter.) The hon.
*member is only following his constitu-
eats. He told me he w-as prejudiced in

*favour of federation. I give him credit
for some of the papers he has produced,
but when the hon. member tells us that

1 he is prejudiced, I think we can place
Ivery little reliance upon his views.

HoN. A. P. MATHESON: What is the
point you make about prejudice PI am
strongly prejudiced.

HoN. R. G. BURGES: I say that if
a. man goes before a judge or jury, and if
the judge or jury be prejudiced, there
will be a new trial.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: I use the word
"prejudice" in quite a different sense
from that in which it is used by the hon.
member. I use it in a very ordinary
sense in the English language.

HoN. R. G. EURGES: You cannot
say you did not say you were prejudiced.

HON. A. P. MATU3ESON: I Maintain it.
I am strongly prejudiced.

HON. R. G. BUIRGE S: A man who is
prejudiced is not one who ought to be
followed. The hon. member can take
whatever view he likes, but I formi my
own opinion. With reference to this
referendum, I am taking up the time of
the House, and perhaps not doing much
good. We will refer to the British
Parliament, of which other nations are
envious. Did the Marquis of Salisbury
and his party have a referendum the
other day with reference to the Boer
war ? No ;the leaders were allowed to
consider the mnatter, and public opinion
followed.

HON. F. T. CROWDER: Shoot first and
ask afterwards.

HoN. R. G. BURGES: That is what
this House ought to do. Let thetm give
their opinions on the matter and vote
Solidly. We give those in favour of federa-
tion ever 'y credit for honesty of purpose,
but they hold mistaken ideas. The hon.
member opposite cannot have liberal ideas.
He says people ought to have fair repre-
sentation, but yesterday hie would not give
it to them, so I do not think we can give
much consideration to him over the
matter. He has thrown himself away
altogether. He has already spoken oni
the matter and has made some blunders.
It is nothing for me to make blunders;
I have a different life to lead, and we
know that the hon. member is posted in
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the se matters. I -will just tell you a
little more about tim. With regard to
the referendum, he read 14 columnus
before a Literary debatin 'g society at
Fremantle, and four columns of extracts
were published in the West Australian.
From what I could make out, the bon.
member was not quite certain whether
federation was a good thing or not, and I
believe that is stfi his opinion, yet he is
supporting it. He told ine only yester-
day that he doubted whether it was a
good thing or not, but still he stood up
here and made a blundering speech.
There is no excuse for him. If I had the
time and knowledge to do it I could
expose these things. I could take up the
report of the debates of that Convention
and expose the thing from beginning to
end, but I have not time to do it. I have
to get my living another way. I know
what plenty of these men have said, but
I repeat I have not time to take uip the
mnatter.

Hox. C. E. DEMPSTER: What does
referendum mean.

HoN. F. T. CROWDER: Do not puzzle
huim.

HON. E.G. BURGES: It would mean
the unsettling of every Govermnent that
adopts it, and it would mean also the
unsettling of the people When any great
question was brought forwvard. T1'he cry
all over Australia will be " go for the
referendum.' In the House of Represen-
tatives we should have 5 out of 75. If
at measure is passed through the House
of Rlepresenitatives and sent down to
the Senate, and the Senate reject it,
it is sent back again. Then there
is a conference of both Houses, and, if
they disagree, a dissolution takes place.
And what would that mean ? Would
not that be a nice state of things? For
about two years matters -would be at a
standstill, and then we would have
another referendum or perhaps another
election for both Houses. These things
all cost money, and this Federal Govern-
ment is going to cost a great deal. The
Federal Government will be carried on at
a distance of two thousand miles from
this colony, and how in the world can we
be thought of unless it is to get some-
thing out of us? They will think of us
then. What power have we with five
members out of 75 in this House of Repre-
seutatives? Would it not be at perfect

Ifarce? Every memnber of the House, every
federalist anid non-federalist, must know
that in a few years we must have at large
population here, for we have large gold-
fields and people must conic There is
Only one place we can see at present to
which a large portion of the British
people are likely to go. except Western
A ustralia, and that is Africa, where there
may be considerable immigration after
the war. There is a greater opening in
this colony, where there has been develop-
ment, which must bring people in the cnd,
seeing that our goldfields are increasing,
as they are, every day. That makes a
market, and the people are bound to come.
It is no use saying the~y are not. In the
last day or two I have heard people say
they are afraid the population is not
going to increase, but, if our goldfiilds
prosper, population must increase gra-
dually. If we believe men who must
know something about it, the output of
our.gold is going to be doubled, and that
must bring population and help the
development of the country. There is
one other matter which many members
have taken uip, and it is that in not send-
ing this Hill to the people we are not
treating them with the respect we should.
They say, " Why should we not send it, to
them and let them have a vote on it."
Who placed us hereP The electors. This
House is an elected House.

HoN. A. P. MIATHEsoi;: There -were
7,000 voters.

Hox. i. G. HURGES: We are not
nominated, but elected, and that gives us
our power. We do not want to abuse
our power. If we reject federation
in tbis House, and the people are not
satisfied, the question will come back
again, and wve have precedents for that.
I believe that after satisfactory explain-

Stions have been given we shall bear very
Little about it, and the hon. member
(Mr. Matheson) will be only too glad
to drop it altogether. I think that

-if some of those other leaders could
only get into power they would adopt
very different tactics, or they would
not be three months in power. We

-ought not to be afraid of expressing
our opinion on this question, because
every Imembher has to go before his con-
stituents for approva[ of his conduct. If
hon. members are afra-id to do their duty,
the sooner the Legislative Council is done
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away with the better, and the Assembly
left to take the responsibility of these
measures. The Legislative Council is not
intended merely to correct little errors in
Bills sent from another place, hut has the
duty of expressing an Opinion On all
important questions which arise. Mem-
bers of the Assembly May be influened
by the fact that they will have to go
before their constituents every three
years, whereas members of the Legisla-
tive Council are elected for six years, and
are, therefore, in a more independent
position. We are placed here by election,
which gives us a power we ought, to
exercise; and while I do not believe in
abusing that power, or iii taking away
from the people any right which is theirs,
it is our duty to act according to
the best of our judgment, and give a.
true and independent voice on all ques-
tions which concern the welfare of the
country. Hon. members who are waver-
ing on this question ought to remem-
ber their responsibility as elected repre-
sentatives, and should not allow petty
jealousies connected with their own pro-vmnces to come in between them and
the performance of their duty. It is
acknowledged by every leading man in
in the country that this is the most
important question that ever camne before
the Western Australian Parliament, and
I believe there are very few members who
will allow local considerations to influence
them in the direction of voting for
sending this Bill to the people.

HoN. S. J. HATE Es: You said the
other day that majorities Nwere not often
light.

HON. R. G.. BIIRGES: But we have
to abide by' thle rule of majorities, and it
is for the other side, if they are strong
enough, to prove that they a'-e right. In
Parliament we have to abide by the
majority, and Parliament is a good place
for a man to find his level in. Before I
was returned to this House, I thought
I would be able to do a good deal here,
but I find that, although a, member may
have opinions of his own, he has to
abide by the decision of the majority of
his colleaguies; and I do not think the
majority will be very far wrong on this
occasion. It is not likely that we are
going to " knuckle down " to two or three
bon. members, who may, however, fall in
with more moderate views when we come

to the point; and I hope a solid vote
will be given against federation at the
present time. Mr. Matheson says the
petition was signed by 300 people at
Bunbury. Well, we know what that
means; it means a, few glasses of grog in
one timber mill. I hada private conversa-
Lion with Mr. Matheson the other night,
but as'we are public mlen, speaking on
public matters, we must consider not
mnen, but measures, and I feel justified in
referring to what that gentleman said.
When he told me that he intended to
speak in support of the petition, I said I
would move that the Order of the Day be
discharged, to which he replied "1I hope
to goodness you wil; it will save me a
lot of trouble." That I think shows the
hon. member has very little faith in his
cause; and as to another member, Mr.
S. JF. Haynes, I hope lie will read the
speech he delivered in the debate on the
Address-in-Reply, but which I am afraid
he has forgotten.

HON. S. J. HATE s: No, I have not
forgotten it.

HON. R. G.. BURGES: The lion. memn-
her said, I think, that it would not bie
advisable to accept federation at the pre-
sent time.

HON, S. J. HAYNES:' I did not say
that.

HoN. R. 0.. BIIRGES: The hion. memn-
ber said that federation had better be
put off for some time; and if, after that
speech, he votes for referring the question
to the people, he will undoubtedy stulI-
tify himself, and show there is some
petty jealousy existing in regard to har-
bour works. ArTe lion, members going to
be actuated by such motives, in a matter
of this gravity, when we should -all work
for the common good of the country, and
not sell our birthright to those at a dis-
tance, who have treated this colony with
disrespect ?

HEou. S. J. HAYNES: What have hiar-
hour works to do with the question before
the House ?

HoN. R. G.. BURGES: It is a. ques-
tion of Albany against Fremnantle, and
although the hion. member does not
believe in federation himself, lie atp-
pears-

HON. S. J. HAYNES: I rise to a point
of order. Has the hon. member any
right to impute motives to me :'

Referendum,
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THE PRESIDENT: I do not think the
lion. member (Mr. Burges) is in~puting
personal motives.

HON. II. G. BtJRGES: I am glad I
have raised the hion. member's ire, and
put some life into him, and I hope he will
now look up his speech to which I have
referred, when he will find that I ami in the
main correct in my recoillection of his
opinions then expressed. I think he has
changed for the worse on this question.

HoN. F. WaurcoMBE: It is the
wick-ed influence of his constituents.

How. R. G. SlURGES : It is not
the wicked influence, but the powerful
influence of his constituents which has
affected the hon. member. They have
been burning effigies of members of
Parliament down at Albany lately, and
if they had burned the Bill it would have
been the best thing that could have
happened to the country. Mr. Matheson
has issued a hand-bill giving figures con-
nected with federation, but lie does not
show how the loss of £600,000 is to be
made up; and if lie, with his ability and
experience, had thought the question
worth going into, he would have given
some more information than is contained
on this small piece of paper. This meagr
one-sided hanid-bill has been issued by
the great advocate of federation at any
price.

How. A. P. MATHESON: I do not
advocate federation at any price.

HON. R. G-. BURGES: How are the
public works of the colony to be carried
on when we are deprived of revenue by
federation ? Mlr. Matheson has shown
what the loss will be to this colony under
the Commonwealth, but he has not shown
how those losses are to be so made up so
that our public works may be continued.
I have a perfect right to speak on this
question, because I wvas returned as an
opponent to federation, although the
gentleman who formerly held the position
of Chairman of Committees in another
place tried to steal a march on my con-
stituency. That did not trouble mue, buat
representations were made to me byv
people, and also by members of this
House, and I went to the constituency
and fought the matter out on the question
of federation. I argued then that federa-
tion would ruin the country, and my
opponent went round and did all be
could to injure me by every political

means, though he had not the pluck to
go and face the poll. Ile went to the
towns, and then hie went to the farming
places, but at the latter he had a very
hot reception; and it will be seen, there-
fore, that I have a perfect right to speak
against the proposal to refer this Bill to
the people.

At 6380 the PRESIDENT left the Chair

At 7-30, Chair resumed.

HoN. R. G. BURGES (continuing):
I was speaking of the last election when
I was returned as a member for the East
province, and saying that the East
province was an important part of th e
colony and quite as worthy' of considera-
tion as the goldfields. The Eastern
districts existed years before the gold-
fields were known, and the people could
manage to live then without them. We
were, however, glad the goldields were
discovered, the discovery leading to fur-
ther development, including that of rail-
ways and barbours, this enai~lng the
settlers on the land to increase thei- pro-
duction and open up the cou~ntry'. 'These
goldfields have spr-ung uip in a few years
and great wealth has been produced; but
there are other people in the country
besides those on the goldfields, and they
were here before the discovery of those
fields. Some people seem to think that
because the gold is there, everything else
should be forgotten, and that the gold-
fields alone should have the whole and
sole voice in any matter affecting the
welfare of this country. These people
forget. and I think some lion. members
themselves--who ought to have all this
information at their backs-also forget
that the people of this colony Opened up
the country, made good roads and erected
small tanks so that teams could get
through and drive past these goldflelds.
I can refer to some of those. They were
not the people who caine from the other
colonies, but were the young men who
grew up under hardships in this colony,
and they did their duty. They, were
doing all they could. but now these other
people have come here and they boast that
they found everything. It is very unfor-
tunate that the early, settlers did not
pick out some of this gold. Still the gold
has been found, and it has had the effect
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of pushing everything forward. We must
not forget, however, that our own colonists
first discovered this gold and brought it
under notice. I see a gentleman here-
not a member of the House-who put
some money into the venture and lost it
before the arrival of these wonderful
people f romn the other colonies, who turned
the earth up and think " Saudgropers "
can find nothing. We are very glad to
receive the fresh population, and we want
three or four times the number. That is
one of the reasons whyv we do not want to
sell our birthright and be governed b y
people 2,000 miles away. AVe have only
had the benefit of that a few years, and
now they want us to sacrifice all our
interests. 'They want us to sacrifice the
£210,000,000 that we hiave borrowed

*principally to help on those goldfields.
We may say that we have mortgaged
everything in the country. We know very
well, as I have already stated, the grea
difficulty experienced by the Government
in keeping up the enormous revenue, and
we have to consider not only what has
been spent ])ut whrlat is being spent now.
What are we spending now? We know
very well there is one work undertaken,
which mnust I suppose he carried through,
that will add another £4,000,000 or
£5,000,000 to our public debt. And is
not that principally for the goldfields ?
Of course it is to our interest to develop
the goldffields so as to enable those upon
the fields to work these low-grade ores
in a lot of the districts which cannot hie
worked without this wrater, 'jut the gold-
fields popula~tion and those wkho represent
them should not forget that this House
has never begrudged them anything.
Even now, as far as representation goes,
there was a movement made in this
House yesterday'N by the progressive party
to give theta increased representation in
this House. That was passed by the
popudar Assembly. Now I come to a
most extraordinary thing. What was
dlone by a liberal-mninded mnember who
would like to send everything to the
people? The other night he even com-
pared us to the B'oers and Uilanders. and
yesterday when the Con stitution Bill was
before the House what did he do? He
must have had plenty of time to think,
for the question was considered nearly all
the evening, but the hon - member walked
over to this side of the House in every

division; so you can see that the hon.
mew bA-us liberal views cannot have much
weight in this Chamber. As reg-ards
federation, this colony is not situated the
saume as the other., wvhich have only an
imaginary boundary between them, and
to which the border duties are for ever
a continual annoyance. Wve have inet
people in the last two or three years. who
have come front Victoria and 14ew South
Wales, and who say " we do not -Want
federation, but if we were in New South
Wales or Victoria we would certainly
vote for it." I would do the same.
Where there are two colonies that have
the same interests, people take sheep,
pigs, and all sorts of things across the
border at night in order to avoid border
duties, and that causes people to he,
deceitful and even Worse than that.
Here we are with our great territory
bordering on South Australia and reach-
ing tight through the continent, and wre
have no border duties at all except in the
North-West, where a few thousand cattle
are near the border. We are, I say1, in a6
position altogether different fron that
occupied by the other colonies. We are
separated from them by more than
1,000 miles by sea and we have that
great stretch of dry couutry from the pre-
sent known goldfields right to the border,
to get through which would almost want
a man with camels. One of the great
features in relation to the question of
federation is the idea that an inter-
colonial railway connecting this colony
with the others should be built, but we
'know that accordixig to the Common-
wealth Bill a State will not allow a rail-
way to go through its own territory to
its ownu detriment. We know from the
opinions that have been expressed by the
other colonies, the telegrams published in
ouir own1 papers, and what has appeared
in the leading papers outside this colony,
that South Anstralia will not agree to
this railway going night through to Sydney.
I think it was said that if South Australia,
consented to an intercolonial railway line,
it mnust run via Adelaide.

Here. A. r. MATHESON: That would
suit this colony just as well.

Hore. R. G. BUROES: HOW Could a1
railway going all round the continent in
order to get to Queensland, suit this part
of Australia, and how could such i rail-
wVay p)ay ?
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Petition, Federal League: [23 NOVEMBiER, 1899.] Rkedi. 49

HoN. F. T. CROWDER: It never will
pay.

How. A. P. MATrHESON: There are
people willing to build it.

How. R. G. BUB.GES: I do not know
where these people are, and I do not
believe Mr. Matheson would take shares
in the enterprise.

How. A. P. MATH ESON : Yes;j and I
will get the money for the railway, if you
will] give me the concession.

HoN. R. G. EU ROBS:- Mr. Matheson
now wvants to say he can get the mioney
with which to build the railway.

How. A. P. MATHnESONI I do say so.
HON. R. G-. BURGES:- I very much

doubt it.
HoN. A. P. MATHESON: That is not

very civil.
HON. R. G. BURGES:- I doubt

whether the hon. member could get the
money when it came to thme point, although
hie mnight get promises as haIs been dlone
in other cases. We have before uts the
example of the Great Southern Railway,
which was promoted by one of the best
companies ever formed in Western Aus-
tralia, and by some of the strongest men
in England. But they made mistakes,
and bad to hand the railway over to the
Government again; and then there is
also the example of the Midland Railway,
which runs through even better country
than the Great Southern. Where is the
population which will travel by the pro-
posed intercolonial railway ? The only
way, in which such a railway can be made
to pay is by passenger traffic, and it is
extremely unlikely that people -would
journey through this dry and dusty
country from Fremantle to the Eastern
colonies; but perhaps the hion. member
only desires the .bntercoloaial railway in
order that his constituents may have
means of deserting this colony altogether.

HON. A. P. MATHESON:- Al! now YOU
have said it.

HON. R, G. BURGES:- The Govern-
tnent have already spent £10,000,000 on
public works to develop the goldfields,
aind intend to spend fer or live millions
more; and it would be very ill advised to
support the construction of 'a railway
which could only be detrimental to
the community generally. If this rail-
-way were constructed, F'remantle and
Perth would be pretty well deserted,
after a million of money has been

spent on harbour works; and such a, policy
would be suicidal. If we had a popula-
tion of ball a million it would be a
diffeicat matter; becautse we could then
hear further burdenjs, and there would be
a, possibility' of an intereooal railway
giving a return on the outlay ; but at
present it would be a financial failure.
The intercolonial railway is only a scheme
of faddists, who have some idea of carry-
ing the mails overland instead of by seau
as at present; but we shall no doubt hear
from lion. members who were OIL the
Select Conni ttee, and ascertain f rom them
all the strong and weak points, and their
addresses will enlighten the few federa-
tionists in the House. I hope the next
time Mr. Matheson, who is a great
advocate for- federation and a business
man of great ability, brings a matter of
this kind before the House, he w~ill show
both sides of the measure, for in this
baud-bill, while he shows itloss of
£600,000, be does. not show how that
loss is to he made up.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: I do not
show a loss of X60i,000.

HON. R. G. ,BUXGES:- Perhaps the
hon. member -will explain later ont, but as
I read the band-bill, it only gives one
side.

floN. A. P. MAMnsow: l Botb receipts
and expenditure are given.

HON. R,. G4. BlURGES: Perhaps the
hand-hill is something, like the balance
sheets of other schemes heard of in this
colony, and shows no tosscs, and that is
at plan which must end in ruin. I am
not impIuting motives to the lion. member,
but it is evident hie thought the question
not worth groig into, but Only issued this
information to satisfy his constituents;
and the House may tako the document for
what it is worth.*

HoN. A. P. MATrEsoN: It has the
impyrimtur of the Government Actuary,
who says the figures are all correct.

How. RI. G. BUBOES: The Govern-
ment Actuary has since issued figures tom
show the position federation would place

Ithis colony in, and on these figures the
IPremier has changed his views altogether.
The Premier, who is well-known in the
political life of Australia and throughout
the United Kingdom, is a mnan of great

exerience, whomn everyone respects, and
no one can deny that h~e has changed his
mind on the question of federation. No
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man is infallible, as is shown in the
history of modern English statesmen; and
the Premier, wvhenhe finds the colony he
loves, and which he has done so much for,
and which has made more progress under
him than could have been miade under any
other man, will he in danger, is not
ashamed to acknowledge that he has made
a umistake; and all honour to him.
rerhaps another mistake the Premier
made was in appointing Mr. Matheson a
membher of the Federal Convention,
because this gave the hon. member a
start; but no doubt the Premier thoughit
he was doing the country a good turn in
placing part of the control in such able
hands.

HON. A. P. MATHESON ; That was the
mistake, was it ?

Hou. R. G. lU ROES : But the
remier did not anticipate that the

appointment would result in such harm
to the country. We never heard much
of federation from the hon. member
before that. The lion, member went
over to the Convention and got amongst
able men, who flattered him and his
ability, and the hon, member thought he
could see something good looming in the
distance, some aggrandisement for himy-
self. If this colon~y is foolish enough to
join federation, the hon. member may be
one of the Ministers in the Federal
Parliament: no doubt hie would do credit
to the position, but wve do not want to see
the hon. member there yet. I hope he
will remain in this colony longer: he will
find plentY of scope for his ability here,
and he can do good. He need not go
out of this colony, and I hope hie will
make this his adopted country, for I ami
sure his ability will come to the front and
lie will become a leader in public matters
in this colony yet. I hope the hon.
member will becomue wvise and see the
error of his ways. I think he is beginning
to see the error of his ways now, because
he is getting in~incere. The hon.
member may throw away all chances of
gaining any support in this House. I
believe I ami going to be attacked pretty
strongly by on ember, perhaps we are
going to have the angriest part of the
debate yet, but I do not mind. I have
only quoted statements from memory, and
I believe those quotations are going to be
taken -up; still I am going to fight the
matter out to the best of my ability. I

I believed wh at I stated was correct; I did
not say that I was positive about it, but
it is all down in print, and if I have wade
any mistakes in quoting the hon. member
I apologise. I said at the time that I
could not give the exact words; that I
'was simply relying on my memory, but I
am prepared to take the matter up if the
hon. member thinks it is worth while.
This is the most important question ever
brought before the Parliament and people
of Western Australia; no one can deny
that. Learned members in another place.,
who have all kinds of information at their

*fingers' ends, who can speak on every sub-
*ject which comes forward most learnedly,
some of the greatest leaders in this
coun try have acknowledged that this is the
most important matter that has ever come
before the Parliament and the people of
the country. Do not let hon. members be
afraid. Let them follow the words of
that great English commander, Nelson,
who said, "England expects every man
this day will do his duty." Every man
has his own idea of duty, but do not let
hon. im mhers be afraid. Let every West
Australian do his duty to Western
Australia. Every mian in this House is a
West Australian.

HoN. C. A. PrESSE: All oughitto be.
HON. It. G. BURGES:- All ought to

Ibe, and I am sure every, member will do
Ihis duty.

Hom. F. T. OnowuxaR: People have
different ideas of what duty is.

HoK. U. G. BUltUES: Never mind;
let every man do his duty and not forget
that this is our own country. Do nLot let
us get people into at state of escitenient
over this question, but let us do what is
best for the people, what is best for their
interests an d the interest of their foamilies,
and the interest of the country generally.
Let us consider these matters well, and let
people consider this question well before

Fthey throw themselves away, before
they sell their country. The people of

*sentiment say that we ought to be
one nation, one people, one destiny.

*That is a,1t very well, but can we
consider suc.h things in human life
always ? Is not self- preservation the
first of all laws ? Let us consider
what we are doing for the people of
this country. *Shalt we be doing justice to
this country? We have settled some

Ithousands of people on the lands during
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the last few years; we have induced peo-
ple to come here and spend their capital
in taking up land, and now with one feUl
swoop a large proportion of the people
would wipe out our existence altogether.
No one can deny that federation will
make a serious difference to all those in
this country who are establishing new
industries, especially to agriculturists,
viticultuxists and all the other new indus-
tries. It may be said that our industries
are not large, but our population is not
large at present. The population of our
country a few years ago was only 40,000,
it sprang suddenly to 170,000; lately we
have been at a Standstill but population
will come and must come. Will federa-
tion do anything to increase our popula-
tion ?' No; it will cause dissatisfaction
and a spirit of unrest among the people.
It has been acknowledged by the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands, whaf is a, bit of a
turncoat sometimes, that federation will
do no good. He sent a telegram to the
Premier from Newcastle after the show
the other day, in which he said that
federation would knock land settlement
into " smithereens "; and no one knows
more about the land question than the
Commissioner of Crown Lands does.
The Commissioner of Crown Lands has
tried to develop the country and to settle
a lot of people on the land ; we all k-now
what he has done without referring to it,
hut be is afraid of the vote; he is afraid
to go before the public, like a good many
others who are afraid of public opinion.
But I think that is what. he is afraid of.
because the people in his district would
return himagainst any man. There may
be something else, because we all have
some ends in life, therefore we should
not judge others. This House was
brought -into existence to stop hasty
measures and to represent minorities ; we
may have to support a minority; this
House has a right to protect minorities, and
the minority in this case may be the real
backbone of the country, therefore in
supporting the minority we are only doing
our duty.

How. C. E. DEMPSTER: But we will
not have a minority.

Horq. R. G. BURGES: If we had a
minority we would be doing right in
voting solidjy on this question. We have
the strength of the Assembly to back us
up in this matter, although members of

the Assembl 'y are afraid of public opinion,
Ibecause they have to go before their elec-
tors every three years under the new
redistribution of seats Bill. There are 44
members in the Assembly, and of that
number 18 are against federation alto-
gether; there are 13 more who are against

Ifederation, strongly against federation,
some of them, but they have promised to
let the Commonwealth Bill go to the
people. There are 31 members out of 44
in the Assembly against federation, so
that there is a majority of the Assembly
opposed to federation. No one can deny
that.

How. A. P. MATHTESON: How many
people do they represent ?

How. R. G. BURGES: They represent
the country. I hope the hon. gentleman,
who is an, Englishman, will respect the
Constitution. If the hon. member wants
to refer the question of fedeiration to the

Pe'ople in the right way let him vote that
the questio be submitted to the people
at the next election. Surely that should
satisfy the hon. member.

HoN. A. P. MATHESON; With 2,000
people represented by 13 members as
against 2,000 represented by one member!

HoN. R. G. BURG-ES: I do not think
that statement can be made when we coit-
Sider the redistribution of seats Bill.

Hox. A. P. MATHiESON: It is not far
out.

How. R. (G. BURG-ES: How can the
hon. member substantiate such a state-
ment. I want to see this matter of federa-
tion dealt -with in a constitutional

I manner. The hon. member (Mr. Mathe-
son) is an Englishman and I hope a
West Australian, so that I am sure he
will bow to the constitutional and proper

* method of procedure. We have as
liberal a Constitution here as there is in
any part of Australia, or in any part of
the British dominions. What more does

Ithe hon. member want? Let. the question
go before the people at the next general
election; then it can come before Parlia-
ment again. Does this important matter
want to be hurried through like a fish
drifting through the water ? Does the
hon. membher want to see this matter shot
through the House like a meteor flitting
through the sky into the depth of the
sea ? Hon. members should not be in a
hurry with federation. Once we adopt
federation we accept it for good or evil;
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we cannot go back; that is one of the
chief argumzents that can be submitted.
With these few remarks I hope hon.
members will not be afraid to vote and do
their duty. I believe I am right in saying
that there are a large number of members
in this House who consider it their duty
to prevent the adoption of federation.
I hope that when it conies to the division,
those members who have been agreed
upon this matter will not change their
views, but -will vote solid. Let them not
be afraid of their vonstituents. I am Dot
afraid. I think that any man who goes
into Parliament just for the honour and
glory of it is not worthy, of being there,
and I should not have ken here this
session, because I cannot afford the time,
lbut I stuck to it on account of this
important question. I considered it my
duty to do so. I consider it ily duty to
do all I can for the town or country I
live in. I have always endeavoured. to do
that, and I could (10 a great deal more, if
I had a little more wealth behind me. I
would not be afrmid to go to the goldfields
to-rnorrow and speak to the most dis-
affected people there, I know I should
receive ai fair hearing. I have met
thousands of these people going to the
goldfields. In the early dlays I met, 50
men coming out of York and going to the
goldfields and spoke to them walking
along, chatting about going with teams,
and I never got an uncivil answer.
Further than that, I remember once
meeting men who were stuck up in a bog.
There was about a mile of them with
teams and tanks and all sorts of things.
We commenced talking about tihings, but
I did not tell them I was chairmian of
the Roads Board (laughter). Afterwards
some One said, 11Who is looking after this
road ?" and the reply wats, " flewe is the
muan." Nontwithstandling the trouble they
were in, they never said a disrespectful
word. I have met hundreds of these
mlen. The prominent position of the
federation question is only the result of a
state of excitement; and who is leading
these people on? I am going over the
samle thing again, bitt I must, because
it is so important. Who has led them
on? Two or three men who want to gin
their own ends. Two or three men have
done the mischief, and they have done it,
not because they want fedecrationl, hut for
another purpose. Do not forget that.

That is the whole thing. That is what
has brought this matter so prominently
before the public. Two or three prominent
men have. gone uip to the goldfields and
urged these men on, fanning the flame.
I do not think it was advisable to do so,
and I am not afraid to make that state-
nieut. If they really believed that federa-
tion would do evern hing, for, them or for
this country,' I should look upon it iia
different lighlt, but we must be guided
1)' the speeches that are delivered, byv the
Correspondence, by* letters from all sides,
by leading articles in the papers of this
colony, and by' what has appear-ed inl
leading papers of the other colonies.
Some of the principal papers are abusing
us and our leadinig m~en. We had an
instance of that in the last day or two.
Leading, politicians of the neighbouring
colonies have abused our public men
because they have thought fit to go back-
oil this matter, and take a different view
fromt that which they previously enter-
tained. But wearenotgoingto be afraid.

IWe are hieie to do our duty, and to look
after the general interests of the country,
and not to be led by any excited part of
the commnunity in the Eiast. We are not
to be led by a i small portion of the coin-
munity' at another end of the country
just because the mail steamers are going
to be taken away from them. We know
there is a disaffected people ther-e. Of
course all are for themselves. Perhaps
the Government are to blame in Some Of
these matters which have cau~sed this
disaffection, but surely that is not going
to induce this House to pass a vote
which would be injurious to the whole
-ountry, and put Western Australia
back for years so far as regards settle-
inent and inircase Of population. As
I have already stated, I hope-imemibers
wvill vote for what must be for the best
interests of the country. As far as we
call see at present. there is no occasion for
us to join federation now. We can join
it just as well at few, years hence, and not
be bound down as we should he now.
We Iknow that if we accept federation
11ow. we muist accept it onl the termus laid
down by the Commonwealth Bill. The
Premiers are not likely to agree to the
Bill as amended by the Select Committee,
and I say' it is not advisable tf) accept the
Bill as amended either by the Premiers
or liv time Select Counnittee, I ause it
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does not give the country what it wants.
I do not think this question will lie
settled to-night, thonghi it may be, but I
hope holl. members will consider it and
vote as they think best for the country,
acting conscientiously for the general
good of the community. I do not think
I will take up the time of the Rouse any
longer, but I support the amendment
moved by Mr. Whiteonibe.

How. 0. A. PIESSE (South-East) : In
considering this petition it is difficult
iindeed to confine oneself entirely to it.
For my part I would much sooner have
seen the same procedure adopted here as
was adopted in another place, where I
think the Commonwealth Bill was first
discussed, and afterwards this petition.
I know the feeling of the House was
properly gauged as far ats the petition
was concerned, and little discussion took
place on the petition itself. [t is difficult
for members to refrain from going into
the whole matter when discussing thle
question whether we shall accede to this
petition or not. I may' state at the out-
set that I am against acceding to the
petition, aind that I intend to support
Mr. Wliitcombe's amendment. It is only
right that I should give my reasons for
being agaminst granting the petition.
Outside the House it has been repeatedly
stated--and much capital hats ben made
out of the assertion-that we have no
right to prevent the Bill and the petition
referring to the Bill fromt going to the
people. My memory travels back to 1896,
when a, little duckling of an Enabling Bill
was brought in here under pretences that
are not fully covered by the word " iis-
leading. It was stated that it was only
a harmless little measure.

RON. F. T. OnowDuna: Which one do
you mean?

How. C. A. PIESSE: The Enabling
Act. That is the one we are working
under.

HoN. R. G. Bnnoss : It is out of
existence.

How. C. A. PIESSE: It is not. It
is the measure under which we sent 10
representatives f rom this colony. I repeat
that it is not out of existence, but is the
very Act we are working uinder. Itis the
Act that guides our present movement,
and I have never heard of its being out of
existence in any way. It is, I assert, the
Act under which w~e sent 10 representa-

*tives. Ten representatives of what ? Not
the people.

How. R. G. Bunons: You helped the
*vote.

HON. C. A. PIESSE : Yes, foolish
fellow as I was, because I was assured
the measure was introduced to enable
representatives from Western Australia
to take part in the framing of a constitu-
tion we might some day be glad to enter
into. Everyone understood that itiwas not
to commit the colony in any way to
federation, anid we voted for that Enabling
Bill on those grounds. To show that it
was intended that those representatives
should not go too far, I may say
we find that under Clause 28 of th e
Enabling Act, any Commonwealth Bill
or Bill approved of by the Convention
was afterwards to be submitted to this
Parliament by the Governor, and then,
if this Parliament thought fit, to the
people. I maintain that we have now
reached a stage at which we have a right
to say whether the Commonwealth Bill
shall go to the people or not. That right
is fixed for us hy.the Enabling Act passed
in this House in 1896, which I again say
is the mneasure we are working under.
That being so, what foi-ce is there in thle
statement that wye have no right to pre-
vent the Bill from going to the people?.
We have a p~erfect right by law. Again,
we have to face the fact that at that time
there was no clamoui for the colony to
be represented at that Convention, what
was done being purely the outcome of
one or two efforts made by gentlemen
interested in the question. I do not
remember being asked the question at
the hustings. The subject of federation
was not brought up in any way. I dare
say that when we approved of that Bill
we were playing with fire, and we did
not know the extent to which the matter
would go. The principal leader of the
movement in this colony -the right hon.
gentleman who has been referred to many
times this evening-assured me that hie
had no more idea of Western Australia
joining with South Australia or any of
thle other colonies than he had of flying.

A MEmBER: Who was that?
How. 0. A. PIESSE : The right hon.

the Premier. He assured mue when the
Enabling Bill was passed that he could
not poss~bly advocate federation, bnt he
would like to take part in framing a
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constitution which would be suitable to
us some day if we joined. I repeat that
we were induced to pass the Enabling
Bill uinder pretences which are not fully
covered by the word " misleading." I do
not wish to labour this matter, but I want
to draw attention to it, because there seems
to be an impression abroad that we have
no right to prevent the Bill from going
to the people. Clause 28 of the Enaling
Act provides that if Parliament approve
of it, then and then only shall the people
be permitted to give their decision. As
this amendment deals with the Common-
wealth Bill in the form I desire, namely,
that the Bill shou~ld not go to the people,
I shall support it. As far as my con-
stitutents are concerned, I amn not afraid,
I [lave thought the matter out deeply,
but I amn not going to repeat the argui-
inents, because members have heard them,
and I do not want to tire the House. I
take it that every hon. member has made
up his mind, and I hope he will not fal
to have the necessary courage to vote in
accordance with his own ideas. I cannot
believe in a manl who says, "I do not
believe one bit in federation, but, I am
not going to insult the people bytkn
the question from them." I believei,
man who says, " I do not believe in federa-
tion. I have the right to prevent the
Bill fromt going to the people, and I am
going to exercise that right.' I intend
to exercise that right as far as I am able,
and if I iiever enter this House any more
I reckon I shall have done ray durty to the
country by supporting this amendment.

HON. J. E. RICHARDSON (North):
After the able and exhaustive manner in
which the question had been dealt wvith,
I shall not say much, beyond thatt I intend
to support the amendment, bec-iiise I do
not believe in federation for this colonyv
at the present time. There are two ques-
tions which we should ask ourselves;: first,
will federation do this colony' any good;
and, secondly, will any harmn happen to
the colonyv if we do not federate imme-
diately? Tro each of these questions, I
think the reply must he in the negative.
I oppose federation especially in the
interests of the North, because it is evi-
dent that if the Southern districts of the
colony will suffer through federation, the
North will suffer to a much greater
degree. What will become of the North-
ern1 industries, including that of pearling,

if the control of the colony be given over
to the Federal Parliament ? The North
will be wiped ont completely ; because,
difficult as it is now to get any thing done
for that part of the colony*I, it will be
much more difficult under a Federal Par-
liamnent. Itis said that uderintercolonial
f ree-trade we may possibly get a few corn-
niodities cheaper, but It must not be
forgotten that there will probably be a
prohibitive tariff against all English and
foreign goods, a great number of which
are used in the Northern districts.

How. R. G. BURoEs: There w'ill bea
duty of .5 per ton on sugar, for the
benefit of Queensland.

How. J. E. RICHARDSON: After
carefully considering the question, I can
see no Occasion to federate just nowv, and
I vote for the amendment.

How. S. J. HAYNES (South-East):
I desire to say aI few words on the motion
and onu the amendment, but I do not
intend to enter into a dissertation as to
whether federation be a good or bad thing,
because that question is not before the
House, and, moreover, it has been thrashed
out pretty fully not only in this chamber
and throughout the length and breadth
of the colony, 1,mt also in five other
colonies. I have listened vei-Y care-
fully to-night to the lengthy speeches
by lion. members, solne of whom have
touiched oil almost every conceivable
aspect on the question; and the general
tenor of these speeches seems to be that

Iwe do not trust the people.
HON. Rt. G. Buntons: We will trust the

people at an election.
HON. S. S. HAYNES: Then the hon.

member should vote for granting the
iprayer of the petition.

RON. R. G. Bunoss: No; an election
is a different thing altogether.

HoN. C. E. DEMiPSTER: Who signed
the petition? That is thle chief question.

How. S. 3. HAYNES: The petition
-asks that federation shall be referred to
the electors, and it was Mr. Whiteombe,
I think, who said that the signatures
should have been verified by sonme kind of
affidavit or declaration, whiile inuendoes
or statements were made that certain
dishoniourable persons hadi signed several
tmes.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: Not this
petition we are speaking of now, but the
petition signed by 23,00)0 people.

Beferenduin.
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HON. S. J. HAYNES: At any rate,
the petition before the House is in order,
and has to We received.

How. R. G. Honos That does not
makec it any inure valuable.

How. S. J. HAYNES: As to the
original petition, I should be very sorry
to think men would descend to the dis-
honourable trick mentioned.

HON. 0. A. Pissx: How about the
goldfields? What about the alluvial
men ?

HON. S. J. HAYNES: There are men
amongst the miners who are equally
as honourable as the hon. member.

HoN. C. A. PlEAsE: Then they have
never shown up.

HON. S. J. HAYNES: There are good
and bad in all classes of the community,
and it is no use, because of a few black
sheep, condemning the 23,000 signatures
to the petition. If it be allowed that
3,000 dishonourable people have signed
the petition more than once-and it is
said that a member of another place
admitted having signed the petition twice,
we will assume by mistake-that leaves
20,000 genuine signatures to a respect-
fully worded petition that the question of
federation be referred to the people. We
are told that if the people vote for federa-
tion the leaders in the Eastern colonies,
who will be in the Federal Parliament,
will stoop to dishonourable, practices, and
that this colony will be ruined because
the otter colonies are going to Plunder
US.

How. R. G. BunonS This colony will
have no power in the Federal Parlia-
mnent.

HoN. S. J. HAYNES: We will have
just the same pow'er as 4,000,000 other
people have.

Howj. R. G1. ErRGEs: Yes, in the
Senate.

HoN. S. 3. HAYNES: In theSenate.
HoN. R,. G-. Bunois: Ab, that is it!
HON. S. 3. HAYNES: Our repre-

sentation in the House of Representa-
Lives under the present Bill, is as strong
as possilble.

How. BR. G. Button: It is as five
to 75.

Hox. S. J. HAYNES: The four small
States of South Australia, Tasmania,
Queensland, and this colony could by a
combined vote, Surely preponderate, or,
at any rate, preserve the balance.

How. R. G-. Button: Not against the
Iinterests of individual colonies.

How. S. 3. HAYNES: Certain hon.
members do not give credit to the Fede-
ral Parliament for acting in one instance
in an honourable manner; but surely
men will not prostitute their office and
vote dead against the interests of Western
Australia.

Hiow. 0. A, PinssE: They do Dot
know this colony.

How. S. J. HAYNES: I do not wish
to go into a dissertation on federation,
but I do not mind telling the House my
opinion, I believe as conscientiously as
any member in the House, that federation
is the best thing that could happen to the
colony, and that the sooner we get it the
better. I do not trim, nor do I wish to
influence the country by bringing in
amendments as, in my opinion, has been
done in another place simply in order to
cause delay.

lioN. C. A. PIEasE: You are trim-
Rung.

How. S. J. HAYNES: I arm not, and
I never have trimmed.

HoN. C. A. PLEASE: I refer you to
your speech on the Address-in-reply.

HON. S. J. HAYNES: I thank the
hon. member for mentioning that, because
it has been referred to by Mr. Borges,
who made an absolute statement that I
was against federation, against referring
the Bill to the people, and in favour of
delay. I then interjected as strongly as
I could that the statement was absolutely
false, and I ask the indulgence of the
House to read what I did say. on the

IAddress-in-reply.
How. R. 0. Buxoss: That -would

not be according to rule.
HON. S. J. HAYNES: I know Rule

126 is against mue.
How. J. W. HACmKETT: We will take

your word for it.
HoN. S. J. HAYNES: I am not

appealing to Mr. Hackett, but to the
President.

THE PRESIDENT: The hon. member
cannot read a, speech made this session.

HoN. S. J. HAYNES: Then mnay I
bepermitted to indicate what I did say.
THE PRtESIDENT: That would not be

out of order.
Hox. S. J. HAYNES :On that

Ioccasion I drew attention to the fact-
How. R. G. Buttons: Do not read.
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HoN. S. J. HAYNES: The lion.
member ought not to 1aug1h, seeing he has
made a gross mistake, which he ought to
be honomnable enough to admit.

Hon. R. G. SURGES: Ididnotmake
a mistake.

Box. S. J. HAYNES: You did, sir.
HoN. R. G. SuRGEs: I rise to a

point of order. The lion, member says I
made a gross mistake; but, though I did
-not give his exact words -

THE FnIEsInEwr: It is only a, differ-
ence of opinion between you.

HON. S.r J. HAYNES; On that
occasion, in drawing attention to a, speech
made in the House as to referring the
Bill to the people, I said the speech
seemed to portend that the question would
be put off for an indefinite period. I said
I was not in favour of that delay, but
in favour of referring the Bjil to the
people and of introducing an enabling
Bill this session, so long as the electors
had a, reasonable opportunity of under-
standing clearly and intelligently what
they were voting on. I pointed out that
we might have to wait indefinitely, if we
waited for all the other colonies to join,
but I clearly and emphatically stated I
was in favour of introducing an enabling
13111 this session.

How. C. A. PIESSE: You advocated
delay.

HoN. S. J. HAYNES: I advocated
delay in the maimer I suggested, namely,
that after the enabling Bill had passed,
the people should be -

How. R. 0. Buno is: The Bill is not
passed yet.

HON. S. J. HAYNES: It is not, but
had I had my way there wvould have been
no delay in introducing the Hill, and
giving the electors every opportunity of
considering it; at any rate, on that
occasion my opinion clearly was that the
Enabling Bill should be introduced this
session. That was in July, and practically
five months have now gone over, in which
time the people have gleaned a good deal
of knowledge with regard to federation.
A select committee has investigated the
question, and an object lesson has been
afforded in Queensland, which I fancy
some hon. members, who were anti-
federalists, were hoping would not have
been afforded. The contention then was
that we should wait until Queensland had
joined, but now that Queensland has

joined, other delays are mentioned; andI
the petition simply asks what is the right
of every British elector, namely, the right
to express his opinion on a very important
matter.

How. R. G. Bunoxs: This is not a
British matter.

HON. .9. 3. HAYNES: It has been
said the referendum is not an ordinary
constitutional procedure, but the referen-
duma has been adopted by Victoria, South
Australia, New South Wales and Queens-
land, and the people of those colonies are
equally clear-headed, as law-abiding, and
as constitutional as we are.

HoN. 0. A. Pixss: And those colonies
are ten times more developed.

HoN. S. J. HAYNES : The hon.
member is talking of the country. But
it is not a question of the country. It is
a. question of trusting the people. If
hon. members will not trust the people,
will not trust the vote of the electors who
have the franchise at the present time, I
think they must be afraid. Members of
this House desired to usurp the rights of
the pople. The people ask, under the
petition in a very strong maniner that
they shall have a similar opportunity to
what the other colonies have had.

How. C. A. PIEssE: The people never
asked us to pass the Enabling Bill.

HoN. S. J. HAYNES: That does not
matter. We have a petition which has
been presented to this House, and are we
to flout the people over that ?

HON. J. W. HACKETT: Was it pie-
sented to this HouseP

Hox. S. 3. HAYNES: I understand
the petition is practically before the
House, and it is signed by 23,000 persons.
But I go beyond that, and it is greater
than a petition of 23,000 persons, in my
opinion-and every person has the right
to his opinion-a ma,'jority of the people
strongly demand that this Bill should be
referred to the people.

Bom. F. WHETCOMBE: Subject to their
constitutional rights.

Box. S. J. HAYNES: They demand
the right of saying "yes," or "no," on this
question. A majority may be against
federation or in favour of it, as I think a
majority will be. I urge upon the House
not to play with the people Like that, but
to give them the opportunity which they
demand, of saying "yes" or "no," the same
asthleOple of the other colonies have had.
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How. R. G1. BURGER: Who gave it to
them--not the Convention.

HONq. S. J, HAYNIES:- Parliaments,
the members of which have had as much
experience as those in the Parliament of
this country, and the peopie of the other
colonies have decided by large majorities
in favour of federation. I am not discus-
sing federation now ; I do not want to
discuss it. The bon, member (Mr.
Burges) discussed everything, and if I
followed him through his speech we should
have a very long evening. I urge on the
House to pause before they refuse the
prayer of the petition. It has been said
that the 23,000 persons who signed the
petition are not West Australians-that
they are 'tothersiders.

How. R. G. Buns: Who said so P
How. S. J. HAYNES : The hon. mem-

ber has said so on many occasious, and
the hon. member has also said that a,
number of these persons would levant as
quickly as they came.

HOw. F. WHIETOBE; These people
have no status to ask that the question
be submitted to them.

HON. S. J. HAYNES:- I know that
a large number of the electors in the
province which I represent signed the
petition. Seventy-five per cent. of the
people in the Southern Province demand
that the Bill should go to the people, but
the m-embers of this House seem to think
that the people of this colony are not fit
to decide this question.

Romw. 0. E. DEMPSTERt: Do not bark
up that tree.

HOw. S. J. HAYNTES: The bon. mnem-
her should bark, a little better when
money Bills come before thefHouse. It3
comes to this:- that members will not
trust the people. It is said that the
people are clearly against federation. If
that is so, what is there to fear? Why
distrust the people.

How. R. G-. BuRLGER: It is a waste of
time.

How. S. J. HAYNES: I feel strongly
that we are distrusting the people. The
speeches which have been made seem to
indicate that an yone in favour of federa-
tion is a vagabond.

HOw. 0. A. PlmasE:- That is your
opinion, not ours.

How. S. 3. HAYNES; That the
people are incompetent to vote on this
question.

How, C. A. Pinsss: You are the only
one who has expressed that. opinion.

HoN. J. S. HAYNES:. If the hon.
memiber had watched public opinion he
would not have spoken in the strain 'be
did to-night. In my district at the
present time 75 per cent-I do not wish
to) exaggerate, but I know there are more
-have asked that the Bill should go to
the people. I do not say the people are
in favour of federation, but they desii-e the
same opportunity that the people of four
of the other colonies have had, that is
that they shall have the right of saying
"Yes" dr "no" on the question of
federation,

How;. R. G-. Buuons: What is the good
of Parliament then?

HoN. S. 3. HAYNES: Parliament
should recognise the feelings and desires
of the people.

HoN. F. WHIT coME: Show the con-
stitutional right to have a referendum.

Hozi. F. J. HAYNES: It cannot be
found within the four corners of the
British constitution I admit, hut the
other colonies have adlopted the ref er-
endumn.

How. F. WHITONE:F What have
they to (10 with this colony. They are
federating, wve are not if we can help it.

HoN. S. J. HAYNES: So far as the
other colonies are concerned they have
had this privilege. We call ourselves
West Australians, people in the other
colonies designate themselves by other
names, but I look upon myself as an
Australian. T have lived in four of the
colonies, and after hearing the expressions
of members to-nighit with reference to
their fellow colonis~ts on the other side I
consider the remarks uncalled for.

How. 0. A. Pimssx:- The people in the
other colonies have been insulting us all
their jives, and are insulting us still.

How. S. J. HAYNES: In the other
colonies there are as considerate and
generous- hearted men as ever came to
this country.

Hou. ft. G-. BuRGEs: I1 do not acknow-
ledge that.

HIon. S. J. HAYNIES: The goldfields
people who have,' been referred to from
time to time have come over here to
better themselves no- doubt. I suppose
we all desire to do that. It has been
said that these people have no true stake
in the country; and no doubt a propor-
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tion of these men, When the gold is
exhausted, will levant. A great many
people have come over to settle in this
colony, and they have settled both on the
goldfields and elsewhere; why should
these people be prevented from having a
voice on this question of federationP

How. R. G.~ BunGws:- The people
settled on the land do not want federa-
tion.

HoN. S. J. HAYNES: I that is so
why not give them an opportunity of
votingF

HON. R. G. Bunaxs: Do not dodge.
How. F. Wnrrcownx:U Do it constitu-

RON. S. J. HAYNES: I am not
dodging, and this is the first time I have
been accused of such a, thing. I am
urging that the prayer of the petition
should be acceded to, and I think reason-
able men will admit that the people's
demands should be granted. The public
demand, or the electors demand, that they
should have an opportunity of exercising
their vote on the question of federation.
And I feel satisfied they will exercise that
vote earnestly, intelligently, and for the
good of the country. I cannot be a party
in this Rouse to anything except giving
the electors an opportunity of saying "yes"
or 'no." We do not want "'yes"~ or "'no"~
with certain qualifications, because we all
know we canDnot get the amendments at the
present time. As far as I amn personally
concerned my desire is that this matter
shall be referred to the people, and if the
people vote for federation and we join the
Commonwealth I have that confidence in
those who will be elected to the Federal
Parliament to feel that they will mete out
justice not only to Western Australia,
but to every part of federated Australia.
I should be sorry to think it will be
otherwise. I cannot imagine that it
will.

How. R. G. Buntos:- But justice would
ruin na.

HON. S. 3. HAYNES: I do not tbink
so. If we federate and become one of
the five States we would all practically be
ou the same footing. We would be under
the same law and have the samne taxes
and there would be uniform-ity through out
Australia. And nit only that but there
will be a combination, and combination
means stregth. If I thought that this
colony would be ruined by federation I

would not advocate federation as I do
to-night,

How. R. G. Burtoms: It will put the
colony back, anyhow.

RON. S. 3. HA YNES:- I think feder-
ation will be the best thing that can
happen to this colony. I gi ve every
other hon. member credit for thinking
as conscientiously as I do. I do not
want to descend to abuse and inuendo,
but there have been abuse and inuendo
against members of this House and the
people of the colony. We should believe
every body is acting conscientiously. Some
people may think federation a bad thing,
but I think it will be a good 'thing. I
desire as a legislator to exercise my right,
and I urge the House to grant the prayer
of the petition of the electors of the
colony, so that they shall have an oppor-
tiunity of saying yes or no on this
important question. I do not propose
to discuss the question further at the
present time, but I earnestly urge that
the prayer of the petition be acceded to.

How. A. P. MATHESON (in reply):
As no other hon. member desires to
address the House, I shall deal shortly
with a few of the remarks. A great point
seems to he made that the referendum is
not constitutional, and that the only way
we can get a constitutionial vote on the
question is byV submitting this matter of
federation to the people at an election of
members for another place.

flOw. R.. G. EURGEs: A dissolution.
How. A. P, MATHESON:- By means.

of a dissolution. The object members
have in making the suggestion is as
apparent as noonday.

How. R. G. BUROEs: Not in my case.
HoN. A. P. MATHE SON: In the case

of Mr. Burges, it is more apparent than
in the case of anyone else.

HOw. R. G. BURGES: ROW?
HoN. A. P. MATHESON: The hon.

member is aware, and no one is more
aware, that if this matter is settled or
atempted to be settled by reference to
the electors at an ordinary election of
Parliament, a minority of the voters in
the colony have the power of returning
a majority of legislators.

HoN. R. G. Euto:Es: Not under the
new Electoral Bill.

How. A. P. MATHESON:- No one
knows it better than the hon. member.

How. f.0. Eu ROES: I deny it.
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How. A. P. MATHESON: I say itis
a. fact. The majority of the voters ofI
this colony are absolutely disframchised
under that measure which is absurdly
called a Reform Bill. It is very clever
to say under these circumstances that the
matter should be referred to a general
election, and a very safe thing too, because
those gentlemen know that the voters in
the country who have a constitutional
right to be beard on this question of
adopting a constitution will be abso-
lutely muzzled. The result will be that
some two or three thousand people will
return a majority of the members for the
colony, and the balance will return two
or three members.

A MEmBER: The goldfields have a
third of the representation in the Lower
House.

HoN. A. P. MATHESON: And what
proportion have they of voters ? Has
the lion. member ever formed any esti-
mate of the numberP I have the latest
returns up to July, and the people on the
goldfields are practically the same. Time
goldields in July contained, within a
fraction, half the voters in the country,
sand what is their representation going to
be P A beggarly seven or eight members.
That is what the lion, member wishes to
secure. He wishes to secure a vote which
would be absolutely misleading from
beginning to end, and he comes before
us and pretends he is animated by his
generosity and desire for constitutional
procedure. That is the object in view.

HoN. R. G. BuRass: Nothing of the
kind. I positively deny it.

HoN. A. P. MATHESON: Mr.
Dempster has asked what is the referen-
dumn. I can tell him what the referendum
is. It is a survival of the very oldest
form of voting known.

HoN. F. WHITCOMEE: Fallen into
disuse.

HoN. A. P. MATHESON: Truly;
because owing to the impossibility of
travelling over large areas of ground it
was impossible to obtain a vote of the
people by voice on any question, and the
system of representation by Parliament
grew up in consequence.

How. F. WnrrTcoMn: And it is a
better method.

How. A. P. MATHESON: Now this
distance has been swept away. You are
dealing with a period in whichi we have

the electric telegraph, railways, and the
postal system, which places the whole of
the colony within a few days' journey of
Perth. It is now possible in every
civilised country to go back to the old,
and in many ways desirable, principle of
the referendum. It enables a vote of the
people to be taken, and overrides any
little clique in a capital which might
muzzle the electors of the country simply
owing to accidental cirurnustances. I
will take this colony as an example.
When this colony was founded the people
on the coast could control the country,
and the people on the coast are now
taking care that in this so-called Reform
Bill they shall control the country. Those
who have brought prosperity to the coun-
try are the people on the goldfields. This
is not a goldfields question, but I want
to bring that fact prdrninently* before the
House.. This is a question in which the
whole of the colony is concer-ned, and the
voters of the goldfields are not the only
people who are calling for this refer-
endim. A majority of the voters through-
out the whole of the colony are calling
for it, and that is why hion. members.
have been heard to get up one by one
and express their personal opinion against
federation in the first place, and against
referring the Bill to the people in the
second place. They have been perfectly
candid, and hare not concealed from our
intelligence the fact that they recognise
that the majority are against them.

HoN. F. WHITOOMBE: We do not
admit that.

HoN. A. P. MATHESON: If so, why
take advantage of the power accident has
given us to prevent the people from
voting on the question, and to prevent
the voice of the majority from being
heard ?

How. F. WHITCOMBE: We do not
admit that the majority are against us,
but the procedure is unconstitutional.

HoN. A. P. MATHESON: Why do
they object?

How. F. WHITCOMBE: Because it is
unconstitutional.

How. A. P. MATHESON: Does the.
lion. member think the country will be
mnisled by a Statement that lie has the
greatest desire for constitutional proce-
dure ?

How. F. WHITCOMBEE: That is it.
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HON. A. P. MATHESON: Does any-
one in this House believe it to be a fact?

HON. F. WHITOONE: One does. I
do. I can carry belief enough for the
whole House in that respect.

HoN. A. P. MAT1HESON :The
referendum ig particularly suitable to a
case such as that which exists at present.
This is a case of adopting a constitution.
It is not a ease of dealing with ordinary
legislation which may be repealed or
amended next session, or dealt with in
any way that Parliament likes. As some
hon. member pointed out to-night, it is at
question of dealing with a constitution
which is going to be the constitution of
Australia for all time, except so far as
the Australian nation choose to alter it
in referendum hereafter. For that
reason the process of reference to the
people by refet-endum is the only process
b byv which the matter can be Satisfactorily
dealt with.- Look ait time result of our
experiences in the past, where Parliament
attempted to control these matters,
taking eveni discussion out of the hands
of the people. Every member of this

*House, whether opposed to federation or
not, must be prepared to admit that the
country has been betrayed by its represen-
tatives at the Federal Convention. It is
freely said all over Perth and all over the
colony that, if proper attention had been
given to federation by our representatives
at the Convention, we should not be in
the position we are to-day.

HON.R.B.B unoES: Whatanadmis-
Sion.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON; It is
stated in the Press and everywhere that
had our representatives held out for the
terms which they now say are essential,
those terms would have been granted.

HON. C, E. D)EMPSTER: There would
have been no delegates sent out of the
colony, because the thing was not
desirable.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: The House
sent delegates, arrogating to itself in this
matter the rights of the people. Do you
think that, if the people had dealt with
this question, the representatives would
have neglected their duties P Do you
think the representatives of the people
would have sat down day by day- and
allowed one man to do all the talking ?
Do you suppose that when the represen-
tatives got back here they would have

risen in their places and boasted, as some
hion. gentleman boasted, that the represen-
tatives of this colony had only spoken
twice? One lion. gentleman said, " Need-
less to say, I did not speak." W %ere thdse
who treated the people Like that, repre-
sentatives of the people? No. For those
reasons, if for no others, this matter should
be referred to the people, and not left to
be dealt with by the electors at a gener-al
election in which two or three thousand
have an opportuniity of returning 13,
whilst another body of two or three thou-
s-and return onlyv one.

HON, F. WHITC0OMBE: QOn wrong will
not justify an irregularity -v

HoN. C. E. DnMSsnn: Theyv onlyv
iepresent a small portion of the colony,
although they boast of more population.

HoN. A. V. MATHESON: I will deal
with reasons hion. members have given
why the petition should not be granted.
and nothing could be more ridiculous
than one of the reasons submitted by Mr.
Eurges. That lion. miemhe- Said hie
would not-consent to grant the petition,
because it had been signal by clergy of
every denomination.-

Box. PR. G. BuxoES: No.
Hox. A. P. MATHESON: It is no use

for the hon. member to assert he did not
say it, because I wrote it down as he said
it.

HON. R. G. Bunors: I deny it.
HON. A. P. MATHESON: I have no

doubt it will be found in Haneard.
HON. R. . BunonS: I Said those

reverend gentlemen had assisted in induc-
ing people at street corners to sign the
petition.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: He pro-
ceeded to paint the picture of the posi-
tion the agriculturists and viticulturists
would be in, if this petition were granted.
No evidence of any sort or kind has been
adduced in this House to prove that would
be the case.

Box. H. LUKIN: What about the evi-
dence before the Select Committee ?

HON. A.- P. MATHESON: I say the
evidence before the Select Comimittee did
not bear out any assumption that the
agriculturists or viticulturists would be
ruined. On the contrary, the evidence
before the Select Committee was, to my
mind, to this effect, that federation would
not change the climate; and I suppose
the hion. gentleman would admit that this
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colony occupies an exceptional position
for agricultural produce owing to the
climate. Evidence was brought out at
length that the people who came here
fromu the other colonies camne more or less
for the very reason that they were able to
depend year after year upon an abso-
lutely certain rainfall. Evidence was
produced that this certainty of rainfall
was the prime factor in agricultural
success.

H ow. C. E. DEMPSTER: Had the price
of produce anything to do with it?

Eou. A. P. M ATHE SON: The price
of produce will, within a year or two, be
governed by the markets of the world,
and no one knows it better than the hon.
member. It will not be governed by the
duties put upon wheat. The lion. mem-
her -will have to compete with the world.
Very likely even this year there wvill be a,
surplus.

Hox. R. G. EmwxGs: No.
HON. A. P. MATHESON: I cannot

speak with authority, but I have seen it
stated in the paper that there is every
probability of it.

HON. F. WHITCOMBE: Which paper?
HoN. A. P. MATHESON: I cannot

say.
HON. F. WHlvcoMrn: Was it a goodI

authority?
HON. A. P. MATHESON: I take it

to be as good as any newspaper authority
is. Under these circumnstanes the prices
will not help the hon. member. Refer-
ence has been made to new-corners. Mr.
Burges spoke of them, saying that the
new-corners front New South Wales were
opposd to federation for this colony,
though in favour of it in their own. Mr.
Foster, from Albany, explained that, say-
ing that these people came to him and
said, "With federation this colony will
become known; the advantages of the
climate and soil will become known, and
we shall have to compete not with the
produce of the other colonies, but with
our own friends coming over here and
producing." That was Mr. Foster's evi-
deuce. The hon. member will find it is so.

HoN. R. G. Buasus: Absurd.
HoN. A. P. MATHESON: The hon.

member says it-is absurd. It does not
suit his book. He does not agree with it.
The hion. member then went on to say
that federation would lead eventually to
a railway to Adelaide, and that Fremantle

would be deserted, and he could not sup-
port sutch a suicidal policy. Those are
the reasons that actuated the lion. mem-
ber in opposing a reference of the Bill to
the people.

HON. R. G. B URGaER:- Those are not all
my reasons.

HfON. A. P. MATHESON: He said the
r-ail[way from Fremantle to kdelaide would
ruin Fremantle. I leave that to the House
as a remarkable illustration of the hon.
i ember's capacity.- He said that a popuC-
lation of half a, million would be required
in this country before a, railway was
justified.

HON. Rt. G. BURGERF: Before it will pay
for the axle grease.

lHoN. A. P. MATHESON: Mr. Denip-
ster, in an exceedingly temperate speech,
advocated an appeal to the reason of the
voters. He said, " Mak-e an appeal to
their reason; go up and talk to them."
But what on earth is the good of the hon.
member making a suggestion of that sort,
when with the very same breath lie
denies them the right to* vote when he has
convinced them, because that is practi-
cally the position the hon. member takefs
up? That is so, unless he means to say,
"appeal to their reason to ask them

not to vote." That would he a most
remarkable proposition. He is going to
these enlightened gentlemen' on the fields
to appeal to them not to ask to vote on
the question, because it will he prejudicial
to the colony for them to vote. The
question before the H-ouse is whether the
people shall be allowed to vote.

HoN.O0. E. D EDirarER: Whether federa-
tion will do them good or not.

Hov. A. P. MATHESON:- People are
asking to vote, and it is for that he is
going to appeal to their reason. In addi-
tion, 'he objects to federation because the
markets will be flooded. But what does
that amount to? That amounts to the
old story of the producer and the con-
sumer. Nothing can be more welcome to
every consumer in this colony than to
hhve the products cheapened, and the
result of federation will be to cheapen
them, which the hon. member clearly
recoguises, as shown by his ownv- utter-
ances.

HON, F. WNITcOMB11E: It Would ruin
farming..

HON. A. P. MATHESON: That is the
reason he refuses to submit the Bill to the
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people. He is a~fraid that produce will
be cheapened. He says that the mnarket.
will be flooded and that prices will come
down.

How4. F. T. Cnownun: So will wages.
lieu. A. P. MATHESON: There is

nothing whatever to prove that wages
will come downm. Witness after witness,
even on the hion member's own side, were
obliged to admit that wages would not
materially come down; and in support of
rev statement I can refer lion. members
to the report of the Joint Committee. A
number of witnesses, it is true, said that
wages would be reduced; but an equal
number of anti-federalists, said wages
would not, though these latter witnesses
would have willingly given other testi-
mnony if they could, in honour, have done
so,

How. F. T. CROWDER:- It is the
experience of the world that wages come
down, under the circumstances.

HON. A. P. MATHIESON: The
experience of the world is that wages are
going up, and Mr. Crowder, with Isis
world-wide knowledge, is a bit astray.

HON. F. T. CRoWD)ER: Wages go down
where living is cheap.

RON. A. P MATH ESON: If that he
so, then I suppose living has a tendency
to get dearer; but I am not prepared to
argue that pbint. All I can say is that
throughout the world, wages have a ten-
dency to rise.

HoN. F. T. CROWDER: I am glad to
hear it, because I mtay want a billet soon.

Howe. A. P. MATHESON: The hion.
ineiber may have some difficulty in
getting one. Mr. Lukin, like all the
other gentlemen who have spoken, was
straightforward when lie said he was
opposed to the Bill being submnitted to
the people because the people were dis-
affected and the measure would probably
be carried. Fancy how wrong things
must be in the colony, whien an hion,
inember can get up and say, " We must
not refer this matter to the people because
they are disaffected." Disaffected to
whom? Disaffected to Parliament? Is
that what the hion. mnember means ?
Because that is the only reason he
gives to justify his ad~tion. If the
people are disaffected to Parliament
it shows that Parliament no longer enjo1y
the confidence of the people; and rightly
so. Even Mr. Burges was obliged to

admit that injustice is being done to a
very large body of people in the colony,
through the new Electoral Bill, and hie
twitted lion. members, federalists amiongst
them, for having negatived a proposal to
increase the number of representatives in
this House. Is it surprising that people
aire disaffected in such a. case 1,

How. R, G. Bunovs: Federation will
not alter that.

How. A. P. MATHESON: Federation
is not going to alter that, but Mr. Lukin
gave the disaffection of the people as a
reason whyv he was inclined to vote against
the miotion. He suggested that the people
would vote in favour of the Bill in order
to revenge themuselves; but he did not
use those exact words, and I am open to
correction.

How. H. tUKIN: Mly argument was
that the disaffection of a section of the
community was a reason why we should
not abrogate our functions, as an Upper
House, of deciding this mnatter.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON: That is
practically what I said.

Hote. F. Wxrrcomnz: No; what von
said was quite different.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON:- Mr. Lukin
said that the disaffection was a good
reason why* the Bill should not be remitted
to the people.

Rote. H1. LUKIN: I said that was a
reason why we should not abrogate our
function.

HoN. A. P. MA THESON: Our f unction
of stopping the majority from expressing
their views P That is a function Mr.
Ijukin aiid other gentlemen take on
themselves, with the object of muzzling
the ajority of the people of the colony.

HON. F. WuIrcorneE: It is time
function of acting constitutionally, and
not otherwise. Give us a reason why we
should depart from constitutional practice.

lION. A. P. MATHE SON: Exception
has been taken to the people who signed
the petition with 23,000 signatures.

Hote. F. T. CROWDER: Quite right too.
HON. A. P. MATHESON: Of course

Mr. Crowder says " quite right too." We
,understand him, and are prepared for
that opinion; but it is well recognised
by everybody, except Mr. Crowder, that
every citizen of aniy British colony has a
right to petition Parliament. Nobody
limits the right to petition Parliment to
the few favoured people whomi the small
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clique at the coast have entrusted with
votes, because that would be reducing to
a farce the right of petitioning Parlia-
inent. The right of petitioning Parlia-
mnent is open to every' British citizen in
every British colony, and more than1 that,
the right of petitioning the Imperial Per-
lianient belongs to every British citizen.
Do not let any lion. miember suppose that
at person who comes to this colony and
bceomes a Western Australian, as £ have
done, loses his right to petition the
Imperial Parliament, because that right
remains open to ever, man so long
as lie lives and remains a British citizen.
I have no doubt that Mr. Crowder wvill
Sity that because I am not living in
England I have no right to petition the
British Parliament; the argument is the
same.

RON. R. G. BURG Es: Not after federa-
tion.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: I will with-
draw the expression if it be Parliamentary,
but really it is too ludicrous for Mr.
Burges to sy that after federation a
British subject in the colony will lose his
right-to petition the Imperial Parliament,
and it only shows how utterly ignorant
that member is of the axioms of federation.

RON. F. XWnrrconnz: The hon. meni-
her has no right to sign the petition three
times.

RON. A. P. MATHESON: I did not
sign the petition three times.

HON. F. WHITCoMBE: Some people
did.

RON. A. P. MATHESON: I have only
heard of one member of another place
who signed the petition more than once.
But, taking Air. Haynes's suggestion,
Suppose we knock off 3,000 namnes, or,
say, 10 per cent., for duplicate signatures,
that leaves 20,000 genuine signatures,
and nobody is prepared to assert that in
a petition of this sort it is possible to
prevent duplication. People sign more
than once for futn, or for mischief, or
friends of lion. members, who are anti-
federalists, may do it for spite.

HON. B. G. BURGEs: No hon. member
would do that.

RON~. A. P. MATHESON: I do not
Suggest any lion, member would, bitt I
sak their friends may do so, simply to be
able to go to, say, Mr. Dlemnpster and
point out that a person has signed four
or five times. The fact remains that by

this petition 23,000 citizens, more or less,
of this State desire to express their views
in the sanie way as have the people in
the rest of Australia. If the process of
voting by referenum has been found
acceptable to the older colonies, I abso-
lutely fail to see why the constitutional
practice of Great Britain should be raised
as an argumient against the process in
this colony. Mr. Richardson objects to
federation because the people in the North
Would not approve Of it; bitt I do not
propose to dwvell on that aspect of the
case.

HON. J. E. RCHARSONx: Federation
would wipe the North out.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: If so, it
would wipe out 171 electors.

HON. J. E. RICHARDSON; I do not
mean the electors: I say federation would
wipe out the north country.

RON. A. P. MATHESON: I fail to
see how federation is going to wipe out
the north country' . I fail to see why
anybody should leave the Northern
district because of federation through-
out Australia. These are rash statements
people make, who wish to prejudice the
case, but they do not -adduce one single
word of evidence in support. Is it to be
Supposed the pearl fisheries Will dwindle,
the pearl oyster cease to form, or people
desist gathering the oyster, because of
federation ?

HON. R. G. Buxoss: Pearl fisheries
Confer no votes.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: But pearl
fishing is the industry of the North.

HON. R. G. BuRGES: No, no.
RON. C. E. D~mMPSTER: There are the

goldields.
HON. A. P. MATHESON: Sandal-

wood gathering is another industry of the
North, but will that product cease to be
exported on account of federation ? The
long and shor-t of the matter is that every
member who has spoken to-night has
been actuated by self-interest in one
direction or another.

BON. J. E. RICHARDSON: What about
the other side?

HON. A. P. MATHESON: I refer to
every' member who has spoken, and I do
not wish to except myself.

HON. H. LuiNq: Give us credit for a
little more than self-interest.

RON. A. P. MATHESON: I do not
think I can refer the attitude of lion.
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members to snore than self-interest,
because, after all, lion members have
simply expressed individual opinions, and
1 express mine in exactly the same way.
I believe federation is going to benefit
Perth, benefit Fremantle, benefit the gold-
fields, and benefit the whole colony.
That is my belief, and for that reason I
advocate this EBill being referred to the
people, and I furt-her believe that there
will be a niajority, indeed that there is a
majority of the electors in the colonyv
who desire federation.

HoN. F. WHITOOM1BE:- You are wrong.
How. A. P. MATHESON: Gentlemen

onl the other side equally believe that
federation is goig to kill the colony.
They are all interested in the colony, and
very naturally take what steps they can
to prevent what is, from their point of
view, an undesirable termination to their
existence. Under federation they all
expect to die in the workhouse, if their
utterances are to be believed, or that
they will have to quit the country.

HON. F. WVnsoorTrnE: They will ship
at a Shilling a mionth and get out.

How. A. P. MATHE SON: That is
the view which the hion. member takes
of federation, and other lion, members
who have spoken on the subject are
tarred with the same brush, only some
believe federation will be to their advan-
tage, while others believe it will be to
their loss. I can only say I hope the
House will1 not be so foolish as to give
any support, or at least the support of
the majority, to Mr. Whitonbe.

Question-that the words proposed to
be omitted stand part of the motion-
put, and a division. taken with the follow-
ing result-

Ayes
Noes

pSecond question-that the words of
the amendment be inserted, namely,
" That at the present juncture it is not
desirable to submit the question of feder-a-
tion to the electors of the colony "

stated by the PRESIDENT:
On motion by Hon. J. W. HACKETT,

debate adjourned until the next Wed nes-
day.

BANK HOLIDAYS AMENDMENT BILL.
IN cOMMITTECE.

Consideration resumed front previous
I sitting.

New Clauise:
How. S. J. HAYNES (in charge of

the Bill) moved that the following be
added, to stand as Clause 2: "1The words
'Whit Monday,' contained in the schedule
of The Bank Holidays Act, 1884, are
hereby repealed."

Clause pat and passed.
Schedule -agreed to.
Preamble and title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendument, and th e

report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 9A40 o'clock

until the next Tuesday.

4

Majority against.. .. 9
Aiss. NOES.

Hon. F. T. Crowder Hont. R. 0. flurgos
Flo:: S. J. Haynes Hon. 40. E. Dempster
H11. A. P. MaXtbeson Ron. J. W. Hackett
Hon. A. Briggs (Taller). Rob. W. T. Loton

Ron' H. Ltiki
Hon. . eLary
Ron. .. Halden
Hon. J. E. Richardson

Ro.H.J. Saunders

HO. F. . StoneIHOD. F. Wlitcombc.
IHon. C. A. Piosse (Telflei.

First question thus negatived, and the
words struck ouL.

Bank Holidays Bill,


